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The Minister suggested we were making
a mountain out of a molehill. That may
be his opinion but it is certainly not the
opinion of the railway unions or the Royal
Automobile Club of Western Australia. We
on this side of the Chamber share the views
of the people associated with the problem
and the Royal Automcbile Club which has
no association with any individual member
on this side of the Chamber.

The argsument of the Minister regarding
parking in other areas is not valid. We
say there is a parking area available, so
why not allow the public to utilise it free
of charge? It would be a different matter
if no area was available, but that is not
the situation. The facility has been made
available in other areas, so it should be
made available at the East Perth terminal
when it is completed.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 23 amended—

Mr DAVIES: The Minister said this is
a simple proposition, but he did not ex-
plain the implications which could arise.
The implications are that having estab-
lished the right of the Government to
charge for parking, the Government will
charge wherever parking areas are estab-
lished for employees; and probably it will
also charge members of the publie. It has
found a ready avenue for raising finance.

This clause appears to give to the Rail-
ways Comumission powers similar to those
given to local authorities in regard to im-
posing parking charges and controlling
parking, generally. I should imagine that
in any regulations it may make the com-
mission would be guided by what is hap-
pening in local government. As local
governments inereasingly find it necessary
to raise their parking charges, we can
imagine that the charges which might be
thought to be applicable at the moment
will be far greater by the time the Bill
becomes an Act and the regulations are
made; and we can assume that in future
the charges levied by the Railways Com-
mission will be controlled by the attitude
of local government.

Another reason I do not like giving this
power to the Railways Commission is that
we seem increasingly to delegate to depart-
ments and instrumentalities the right to
make regulations. It is true we have the
right to challenge the regulations, but it
is also true that the Government has not
vet agteed to a committee of the Parlia-
ment to study what is generally referred
to as minor legislation. TUntil we have
such a committee I cannot be happy about
giving Government gepartments the right
to make regulations.

If I could be assured that I would have
the time and the ability to read and un-
derstand every regulation that comes be-
fore the Parliament I might not be so
distrustful—and I do not use that word
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in its worst context—of what Government
departments might do.

What will happen to those people who
work in different locations at the moment?
The situation will change dramatically
because most of the railway offices are
now located within the city limits, but they
will be located in the future in areas further
removed from the city than the offices of
the Ministers, where parking is now free for
employees. The locations will be more
difficult to get to, and that is another
reason I believe we should not even con-
sider charging employees for parking at
the new East Perth terminal.

We do not know how many employees do
not go to work by train because of the
inconvenience or the fact that there is
no service which meets their need. How-
ever, I know a tremendous number of rail-
way employees contihue to patronise the
railway service not only because they enjoy
concessional rates, but also because they
believe it is a very good service. Those
people will be greatly inconvenlenced hy
the shift to this near-city suburb. For
tihose considerations, and the ones given
earlier in the debate, and the fact that the
Minister has not been able to give a sub-
stantlal argument as to why the Bl is
necessary, I oppose this clauge.

Clause put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendmen
the report adopted. dment, and

House adjourned at 11.37 p.m.

Legislative Cmuonril

Wednesday, the 8th October, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE

i. PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Letter to Press

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS, to the

Minister for Education:

(1) Are the comments made by the
Rev. Keith Wilson in his letter
to the Editor of The West Adus-
tralian newspaper, published In
this morning’s copy, in respect of
pre-primary centres, a true reflec-
tion of the situation?

(2) If not, what 1s the situation in
regard to pre-school and pre-
primary centres, parents’ com-
mittees, and funds for the
pre-primary centres?
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

I thank the honourable member h S
for giving me some prior notice of erﬁai can be requisitioned
this question, the answer to which whenever it is needed.

is as fouowS_ NOW. I turn to what is prOb'

Education Department pre-
primary centre because mat-

(1) Categorically, no.
(2) The Rev. Keith Wilson and I

have crossed verbal swords
several times over pre-primary
centres, and I thought that T
had replied adequately to his
various allegations.
Regarding pre-school centres,
he persists in saying that I
intend to take t{hem over.
Well, it is a matter of record
that I have said on numerous
occasions that no pre-school
centre will be accepted by the
Education Department unless
the transfer is approved by
the parents and the local
authority concerned. I can, in
fact, think of a particular
political party in which the
Rev. Wilson is reputedly in-
terested that does not hesitate
to take over State branches
should they not bow to the
wishes of the central author-
ity.

Now, the Rev. Wilson knows
I have said there will be no
take-over. Yet, he persists in
perpetuating what I shall
charitably call a misconcep-
tion.

The honourable member will
realise that such & tack
by the Rev. Wilson means
that the rest of his com-
ments are rather dubious.
For instance, the rever-
end gentleman is trying
to stir up fear among parents
that if their centres are trans-
ferred to the Eduecation
Department they will be worse

ably the most vicious plece of
the reverend gentleman’s
statement.

He said that the amount of
money available to pre-prim-
ary centres from the Educa-
tion Department is a meagre
$150 a year.

If, having found out the
amount he had bothered to
find out what it was for we
could, perhaps, give some
credence to him. But he obvi-
ously did not find out because
the $150 is at the rate of $50
a term for the pre-primary
teachers so that instead of
having to requisition for, say,
a kilogram of flour, a pot of
giue, or a metre of material
they can buy it locally. So
much for the meagre $150; it
is a type of petty cash, nothing
more.

Yet the Rev. Wilson would
have lked everybody to be-
lieve that we are going to
spend only $150 a year on
materials.

Perhaps, he should finally ac-
cept my invitation to inspect
a pre-primary centre with me.
Goodness knows I have asked
him before but had no reply.
If he looks at a cenire he
would find out that all the
Education Department pre-
primary centres are well fur-
nished and well equipped and
well stocked with basic mat-
erials, and they are ready to
start full-scale programmes
from the day they open.

oft. 2. PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Yet, I have said that I want Letter to Press
to continue parent Involve- The Hon. R. THOMPSON, to the Min-
ment. The 01113{ dxf{ﬁrencte bis ister for Education:
that the parenis will not be . }
continually concerned with x%sngl&%ep;%?g’;%t%;e%ilgi’erﬁ’.i_,th
ralsing money. The PRESIDENT: Order: I do not
It has heen implied that we regard that a.s a quesiion without
have shorichanged the pre- notice.
primary centres by not giving
them sufficient equipment and QUESTIONS (5): ON NOTICE
basic materials.

1. WATER SUPPLIES

The answer to that is the
centres are well equipped
as members of both sides
of the Chamber who have
inspected pre-primary centres
can testify.

As for basic materials, there
should be no shortage in any

Salmon Gums

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS, ta the

Minister for Justice representing the

Minister for Water Supplies:

{1) Have investigations been carried
out and completed in the Esper-
ance district to determine possible
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underground water reserves that

would be necessary for the supply

of piped water to Salmon Gums

and other places between there

and Esperance?

(2} If so—

(a) where are the areas;

(b) what is the size of them; and

(c) what possible water exists, and
what amount would it be pos-
sible to draw off daily?

The Hon. N. McNEILIL replied:

(1) Sufficient investigations have heen
completed to prove that there Is
adequate underground water to
meet the foreseeable demand at
Esperance. This source would be
capable of providing a supply to
Esperance and Salmon Gums and
towns between,

(2) (a) Immediately to the west of

Esperance.

(b) Answered by (1) above. In-
vestigations will continue to
delineate the groundwater
source as the projected de-
mand Increases.

(e) Answered by (1) above.

POLICE
Female Officers

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the

Minister for Health representing the

Minister for Police:

(1) How many policewomen are em-
ployed—

{a) in the metropolitan area; and
() in the country?

(2) What percentage do these repre-
sent of the total Police Force?

(3) Are policewomen always available
to accompany male policemen on
cases where crimes against women
have been reported, such as rape
or physical assault?

(4) If not, will the Government con-
sider appointing more women to
the Police Force?

The Hon. N, E. BAXTER replied:

(1) (a) 27,

(b) 10.

(2) 1.7%.

(3) Not always, but are available to
assist in investigations.

(4) It 1s considered there are suffi-
cient women police at present to
cope with requirements.

RAILWAYS
Westrail Symbol

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS, to the
Minister for Health representing the

Minister for Transport:
What is the estimated cost of re-
placing the W.A.G.R. symbol with
the new Westrall symbgl for the

Railways in eliminating
“W.A.G.R.” and placing the new
symbol and palnting the adopted
colours on—-

(a) rolling stock:

(b} diesel locomotives;

(c) vehicles;

(d) railway stations;

(e) railway signs; and

(f) other necessary alterations?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

Very little indeed. In fact in the
ultimate it may result In savings
to the organisation.

Implementation of the Westrail
corporate Image, which includes
the adoption of a logo, is being
undertaken progressively under
normal replacement and main-
tenance programmes, Completion
1s not envisaged for some years.

Only in exceptional cases where
justified will additional expen-
diture be incurred.

The introduction of a corporate
image with a Westralli symbol
entalls a review of all things that
are seen, heard or used by the pub-
lic and the staff. This co-ordinated
and uniform approach permits a
higher degree of standardisation,
fll'ﬁm which economies are obtain-
able,

The design and implementation is
conflned to the department’s own
resgurces,

This gquestion was posiponed.

EDUCATION

Isolated Areas: Schools and Assistence

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS, to the
Minister for Education:

(1) Would the Minister please advise
the amounts expended in new
school constructions and exten-
sions in the following areas since
March 1871—

(a) North Province;
(b} Lower North Province; and
{c) Goldflelds?

{2) What concessions and assistance
have been granted to isolated stu-
gsl';lt‘% by the State since March

(3) How many high schools have been
created in the following areas
sinece March 1971—

{(a) North Province;
(b) Lower North Province; and
(¢) Goldfields?
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The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
(1) and (3) Statistical information is
not complled hy the Education

Department for individual elec-

toral provinces, It will be neces-

sary for research to be under-
taken and the Member will be ad-
vised of the details.

(2) 1971 Boarding Away from Home

Allowance—

Zone A—$210-$261;

Zone B—$162-$201;

Zone C-—3$141-$180;

Zone D—$%120-5162.
1972 Boarding Away from Home
Allowance—

Zone A—$261-8312;

Zone B—$210-5252.

Hostel Subsidy Rates—
1971—5%1.50 per week per term;
1972—$1.50 per week per term;
1973—31.50 per week per term;
1974—First Term—

$1.50 per week per term.

Second and Third
Terms—
Esperance $4 per week per
term,
Carnarvon $5 per week
per term;
Port Hedland $6 per week
per term.
Others $3 per week per
term.
1975—Esperance $4 per week
per term;
Carnarvon $5 per week per
term;
Port Hedland $6 per week per
term,

Others $3 per week per term.

FAUNA CONSERVATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
the Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for
Justice), and returned to the Assembly
with amendments.

SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Third Reading

THE HON, N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [4.43 p.m.]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third

time,

Question put.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Mr President,
there was some comment I wished to make
on the third reading on & subject in re-
gard to which Mr Claughton raised a
query.

[COUNCIL]

The PRESIDENT: If the Minister
wished to make a comment he should have
done so immediately after he moved the
third reading of the Bill,

The Hon, N. McNEILL: I apologise, Mr
President. I was anticipating further
debate on the maftfer, and I thought I
would reply to that, in which case the
debate would then have been closed.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I think you
were going to give an explanation in reply
to a query that was rafised.

The Hon, N. McNEILL: That is right.
The query was ralsed by Mr Claughton
and I indicated I would endeavour to
obtain more information for him. I was
anticipating that the honourable member
may have heen initiating some further
discussion by supplying information that
is a little more explicit. However, that
is not the case.

T want to convey to that honourable
member and to the House—as I previously
indicated—that there would be nc dis-
advantage to persons living in this State
as a consequence of the creation and the
establishment of a State family court. The
nroblem that was outlined by Mr Claughton,
as we see it from our reading of the trans-
cript, and from hearing Mr Claughton,
could have arisen only from the exercise
i:f a summary jurisdiction under State
aws.

When the new family law Act comes
into force—which we anticipate will be
next January, as I previously indicated—
there will be provision for matters arising
under that Act to be transferred from
one State to another as circumstances
require, in the same way as has
been happening between the State
Supreme Courts since 1960 under the
Matrimonial Causes Act. In other words,
there will be a uniform Federal jurisdic-
tion operative throughout the Common-
wealth. In this State we shall have the
benefit of having that jurisdiction exer-
cised largely through our own State courts,

I hope that clarifies the matter for the
benefit of Mr Claughton.

The PRESIDENT: I apologise to the
Minister. Whan the Minister moved the
third reading of the Bill and there was
no response I failed to understand why
the Minister wished to speak again,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILLS (2): THIRD READING
1. District Court of Western Australia
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
the Hon, N. McNeill (Minister for
Justice), and passed.

2. Door to Door (Sales) Act Amendment
Bill,
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Bill read a third time, on motion by
the Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Min-
ister for Education), and returned
to the Assembly with an amend-
ment,

RECORDING OF EVIDENCE BILL
Second Reading

THE ITION. N. MeNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [4.48 p.m.]l: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

It became the practice in the Supreme
Court irom about 1960, and later in other
courts, to record on magnetic tapes the
evidence in selected cases. Where it is
considered nccessary by the court, or upon
the request of the parties to an action,
the evidence so taken has been transcribed

for the court record.

Prior to this period the judge or other
judicial officer made his own handwritten
notes of the evidence before the court or
tribunal. It was quite cbvious, of course,
to all concerned that such practice slowed
down trial proceedings, and must have
had some bearing on the backlog of cases
from time to time.

It is considered desirable that the re-
cording of evidence by magnetic tape
should continue, and also that provision
be made for the taking down of evidence
by means of shorthand writing. As there
is, however, presently no statutory sanc-
tion for such procedure, this Bill provides
the requisite authority and procedures to
be applisd.

Members may be assured that adequate
safeguards are provided in civil actions
and in criminal trial to ensure that the
subsequent transeripts will be an accurate
record of the evidence before the court.

With statutory recognition being given
to these practical methods of recording
of evidence, court proceedings generally
may be dealt with more expeditiously, but
1 would mention that these new provisions
do not apply to committal proceedings
under part V of the Justices Act, 1902,

The RBil], to give adequate control by the
court, provides that every person record-
ing shall be an officer of the court or
tribunal in or for which he is required to
record evidence or other matter in the
legal proceeding.

There are comprehensive safeguards re-
lating to the retention of the master record
until all legal proceedings, including
appeals, are heard and determined. The
master record may not be destroyed within
a pericd of 12 months from its making,
for instance, if the master, registrar, clerk
or other corresponding officer, for suffici-
ent cause, thinks fit.

The tribunal concerned may also inier
alic make orders for the retention of the
master record. Important aspects regard-
ing retention of the master record may be
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further elucidated in Committee for the
information of metnbers should detailed
clarification of the safeguards provided in
the Bill be sought.

The Bill defines the offences under the
Act, and provides penalties for commis-
sion of an offence.

I commend the Bill to the House.

THE HON. RE. THROMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[4.50 p.m.1: I support the legislation, but
I would like to ask a few questions con-
cerning it. We can cast our minds back
to the situation in the services when short-
hand typists or stenographers were sworn
in for the purpose of recording court
martial proceedings. That method was
proved as being fair and it resulted in a
rather more comprehensive recording of
evidence than was the case when the pre-
siding officers or counsel took their own
minutes.

I have no objection to the provisions in
the Bill provided a competent shorthand
reporter is employved. This is one of the
aspects I wish to question. On page 3 is
the following—

“shorthand reporter” means a person
who is approved as a shorthand
reporter or is one of a class of
persons approved as shorthand
reporters;

Am I to take it that these shorthand re-
porters will have much the same qualifica-
tions as a C-II-3 stenographer employed
by the Public Service at the present time?

My second query concerns the situa-
tion in courts outside the metropolitan
area. Will shorthand reporters be used
for the reporting of evidence in the circuit
courts and, if so, what provision will be
made in this regard? WwWill they be taken
from Perth or be locally employed? Also,
what guarantee regarding their compet-
ency would we have?

These are only queries I am making. I
am not criticising the Bill, but am merely
trying to obtain information as to the
metihod of selection of these reporters out-
side the metropolitan area. Possibly they
will be employed through the Public Ser-
vice,

I understand that proceedings have been
recorded in courts in Western Australia—
Perth in parficular—over a number of
yvears by a private mother and son firm.
I do not know whether it still operates,
but the Minister may be able to tell ys.

I have no objection to magnetic tapes
being used, because they are a way of
life now. Their acceptance is necessary
hecause at least they do provide a true
recording and, particularly in couri pro-
ceedings, there would be no opportunity
for the tapes to be doctored in any way,
and therefore they would be of benefit
In that regard.

I support the legislation,



3214

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice} [4.55 p.n.]: I am not
able specifically to answer the query con-
cerning the competency of the shorthand
reporters. However, I am sure the Leader
of the Opposition is aware of the fact that
in clause 16 the Bill gives the power to
make regulations.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I realise that.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: As I understand
the positlon, the degree of competency re-
quired would be outlined in those regula-
tions, but I regret I am not able fo give
the Leader of the Opposition any speclfic
information regarding the matter, I do
not know the number of words per minute
which will be required, but in view of the
considerable experience which has been
gained by court officers in the supervision
of persons engaged in this sort of work,
I amt sure we can have faith in {heir judg-
ment.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I do not think
you will have a problem in the city, but
if these shorthand reporters are used on
circuits you could run into a problem.

The Hon, N. MeNEILL: That. may well
be, but I am considering the matter from
a practical point of view. The court would
have tc be satisfied concerning the com-
petency of the approved reporter and his
or her capacity to undertake the work in
courts on the circuit. I think it is reason-
able to assume that in the event of a eom-
petent reporter not being avallable on the
circuit, the only alternative would be to
have such a person attached *o the en-
tourage of the court.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: ‘That 1s normal.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: That is so. They
take their staff with them. If it is neces-
sary to take one or more shorthand re-
porters with them this can be easlly ar-
ranged because the court consists not only
of the judge, but the complete entourage.

I am sorry I have not heen able to be
more specific, but I hope that what I have
said has been suffictent to answer the quer-
les ralsed by the Leader of the Opposltion.

The Hon. R, Thompson: I presume they
would meet the requirements of the Public
Service regarding efficlency.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: I have no doubt
that will be the sltuation. I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his support
of the Bill and also for the expedition
with which he handled it,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiittee, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

(COUNCIL]

AUCTION SALES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) 15.00 p.m.]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill proposes top amend the Auction
Sales Act to allow firms and corporations
that have multiple auctioneers’ licenses
to advertise cohjointly.

The Act provides that auctioneers’ li-
censes when granted are valid for 12
months, and then may be renewed for
similar perlods. Applications for a license
to carry on the business of an auctioneer
or renewal of existlng licenses are made
to the Clerk of the Court of Petty Sessions
nearest {0 the place of business. The clerk
appoints a day for the hearing of the
application. The applicant is then required
to advertise hig intention in a loeal news-
paper. The purpose of advertising is to
provide any prospective objectors with
notice of the hearing date so they may
be heard.

At present, to comply with the Act, a
firm or corporation with a number of aue-
tioneers’ licenses must advertise its inten-
tion to apply or renew each lcense in a
separate advertisement. This is becoming
an increasingly expensive procedure. The
amendment contained in this Bill will
permit the Clerk of the Court of Petty
Sesslons to authorise firms and corpora-
tions, where application is made on the
same day, to group the names of their
auctioneers in one joint advertisement.
Thus the ohjective of the Act will he
achleved, but with a considerable reduc-
tion in costs to the business organisations
i:_oz;gemed with a number of auctioneers’
icenses.

I commend the Bill to the House.

THE HON, K. THOMPSON (Scuth
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[5.02 pm.1: We support the legislation.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

CONSTITUTION ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd Qctober.

THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[5.0¢ pm.1: I think members would know
I have no intention of supporting this leg-
islation, nor have members of my party.

The Hon. N, McNeill: Why spoil the good

pBljtlalcoedent you established with the previous
1117
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Had the Gov-
ermment brought in the right type of legis-
lation I would have had a great deal of
pleasure in supporting it, but when it
brings in loaded legislation the Govern-
ment would not expect me to rise in my
place and say I supported such amend-
ments to a very special piece of legislation
which will have an effect an all the people
in Western Australia.

During debate on the Electoral Districts
Act Amendment Bill we canvassed all the
reasons why we will not support this
amendment to the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act, 1899-1975, Because of the
side of the House on which they sit and
because of thelr poltical views, 1
suppose members of the Government
partles would say this is a fair and
equitable Bill and a good formula
has been adopted for putting into effect
the legislatipn in the companion Bill, If
I were sitting on the other side of the
House I would be told I had to support
this legislation, that it would not be sub-
ject to review in this Chamber, that voting
would be along party lines, that the de-
cisions would be made in the party réom,
that this would be what will happen, and
that both Bills would come to this Cham-
ber virtually for rubber-stamping because
‘of the majority in this Chamber.

I express my total opposition to the Bill.
I have made some Press statements in
respect of the worth of this Chamber and
its cost to the State. We see that at least
another $60000 is to be added to that
cost, which will give no benefit to the
State. It might henefit one nplitical party
or another but that does not matter much.
It cannot upset the halance, and I would
not care if it did upset the balance because
I do not think this House should bhe ex-
panded in any way.

I consider it is time for this House to
be disbanded. It serves no useful purpose,
and when one looks back over the years—
I have been in this House for some years—
one finds it has ceased to be a House of
Review. Perhaps it was a House of Re-
view some 40 or 60 years ago, but it is
certainly not a House of Review at the
present time.

As far as the cost is concerned, nobody
could ever find out just what is the cost
to the State to maintain this Chamber.
People come up with a figure of approxi-
mately $30000 a year for each member,
and I suppcse if we take into account the
base salary, the electorate allowance, the
secretarial allowance, the provicion of offi-
ces, travelling, and so on, that would no
doubt be a rather conservative figure. We
could prchably say the cost of this Cham-
ber to the State runs between $750 000 and
$1 million a year. I consider that is money
poured down the drain. If the House were
providing some particular benefit and ser-
vice to the State I would probably have
a different view, but I can speak only
from my experience, and I cannot speak
very highly of this Chamber,
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fhe Hon, D. J. Wordsworth: Do you
not think your contribution is of some
value to the State?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I intended to
make that point. Over the years I have
been here, I think I could narrow it down
to about five of the 30 members of this
Chamber who have ever made any con-
tribution.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Apart from you
and me, who are the other three?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Strangely
enough, I would agree with the honourable
member. Over the years there have heen
nnly four or five really active members in
this Chamber with the change of com-
vosition of the House from time to time.

The Hon. D, J. Wordsworth: You are
including the time you were a Cabinet
Minister.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If I were the
ace politician in Waestern Australia, I
would not consider that at a cost to the
State of $1 million the House should re-
main in existence to support me. If this
House were abolished and I wanted to stay
in politics, I feel confident I could win a
seat in the Legislative Assembly. It is
within the province of all members to do
thet if they consider themselves to be first-
class members of Parliament and politi-
cians, rather than third, fourth, or fifth-
class members, as some of the contributions
we have heard in this Chamber from
time to time reveal them to be.

The PRESIDENT: Order; I must point
out to the honourable member that this
is a Bili to amend the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act. As far as I can see,
there is no mention in it of the capabilities
of members of Parliament.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: This was
mentioned by way of interjection, other-
wise I would not have got onto that train
of thought.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: That is as good
an excuse &s any.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: When people
glslk me questions I usually try to satisfy
em.

T would say first of all this House does
not review legislation, and secondly the
cost of the House is a waste of money and
members of the Legislative Council are a
costly duplication of Assembly members,
It is a fact that many members of all
parties in the Legislative Council refer
metters and problems to the Assembly
members.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: I do not because
I have none.

lif'l"he Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is a fact of
e.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: How can you
prove that? You do not know what mem-
bers do between themselves. You are just
plucking things out of the air and making
allegations which are not true.
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I know it
must be true when the Minister bites.
The reason for referring matters in that
way is that we are elected for a six-year
term, and a member of the Council will
refer & matter to an Assembly member,
who is up for election every three years,
in order to build him up by giving him
most of the work to keep him in the public
eye and in the hope that when he is
elected both members will be carried
through on the same ticket. I do not
think that can be denied.

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: Is that the sys-
tem you use in the Labor Party?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: There are
sufficient members of Parliament in the
Legislative Assembly in Western Australia
—currently, 51 members—without increas-
ing the number to 55. I do not know of
any member of the Legislative Council or
the Legislative Assembly who is suffering
from a nervous breakdown through over-
work.

I think the work load of the members
of this Chamber could be adequately car-
ried by the members of the Leglslative As-
sembly—the direct representatives of the
people.

The Hon. T. Knight: I have an elec-
torate you can walk around.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member says he has an electorate that
we could walk arcund. Thai is not true
either. I would like Mr Enilght to justify
his existence.

The Hon. T. Knight: I justify 1t every
time I carry cut my duties.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Let us have
a look at his work load and see whether or
not he is pald for the work he »erforms;
whether he is being overpald or under-
paid.

The Hon. T. Enight: You can come down
to my electorate any time you wish and
see the work I am dolng.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: In fairness
to the taxpayer I think an examination
should be made of the work load that is
being carried by the members In this
Chamber.

The Hon. T. Knight: You could come
down any time you like.

The Hen. R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member should prove his work load.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: If you had a
single House how many members would you
have to do the work?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Currently it
could be covered by 51 mermbers.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Your Govern-
ment proposed to introduce a Bill suggest-
ing 81 members.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That was %o
get the other Chamber to agree to a uni-
cameral system of Government; to pre-
vent members losing any of thelr benefits
during their term of office.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon, J. Heltman: It did not worry
g&lteat that time what it would cost the

The Hon., R. THOMPSON: Proposals
have been put up in the past that this
House should be abolished and that mem-
bers should be placed on full salaries until
the retiring age.

It would not matter if outslde sources
made that offer and relieved the State
of this cost; it would never come about,
because the Liberal-Country Party mach-
ine believes that while it has the Legislative
Council in exlstence it will always be the
Government, This i1s a fact of life; ihe
Liberal-Country Party will always be the
Government.

The Hon. T. Knight: That i5 why vou
wanted to introduce it when you did.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: If the hon-
ourable member wishes to Iniroduce a
unicameral system of Parliament—

The Hon. T. Knight: You saiq it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: 1 did rot
say it at all; it was said by interjection;
I made no mention of the fact. Bui if
the honourable member wishes {0 introduce
that type of system he should persuade his
Government to Introduce legislation to that
effect and we will support it.

I helieve the additional work load could
be easily carried by members of the Leg-
islative Assembly; they could quite easlly
do it in addition to the work ihey are
carrylng out at the moment.

One of the greatest exponents of retain-
ing this Chamber has been the media, ard
I think it is the duty of the media now to
examine and see just how much construc-
tive work is done in this Chamber of the
Legislative Counecil. The media should have
8 look at the number of Bills that are re-
viewed. I am not referring to the facade
that was put up by members opposite the
other night when a couple ¢f them erossed
the fioor over the Fauna Conservation Bill.

The Hon. J. Heltman: That was a shock
to your system.

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: They may
have crossed the flpor, but there was no
intention of amending the Bill as it was
desired to amend 1. If members opposite
call that reviewing legislation they do not
know what they are talking about.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Of course It is.
Why do not you crass the floor when vou
are reviewing legislation?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have done.

The Hon. J. Heitman: When? Certainly
not over the last 12 sessions.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: The honour-
able member should check past copies of
Haensard and he will find that I have
crossed the floor over local government
matters and when town planning and
metronolitan region schemes were being
knocked into shape.
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‘The Hon. J. Heitman: That must have
been before J.H.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: If the hon-
ourable member means “hefore Jack Heit-
man’, I would point out that he has not
been here all that long.

The PRESIDENT: Would the honour-
able member say something about the
Constitution Acts Amendment Bill?

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: The BEill
makes provision to increase the size of this
Chamber from 30 to 32 members. This is
what I object to. I also object to this
Chamber staying in existence.

As the Bill seeks to amend that par-
ticular section of the Act, I think it gives
me the right to0 make the points I am
making about this Chamber; when 1 say
I consider the Chamber is not fulfilling its
purpose; that it is a drain on State
finances; that it is not giving the repre-
zontation necessary to the constituents;
and that members should be made to jus-
tify how much work they do on behalf
of their constituents; and how much of
their time is taken up—when they are not
in Parllament—by private excursions or
private interests.

The Hon. N. McNeill: If your conten-
tlon is correct thenm Mr Claughtonn does
not have any ground for representing
40 000 people.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That Is
foisted onto us by the system. We have
never pretended at any time that we
believe the Legislative Council should be
retained. We have been quite honest in
our belief, as, I think, has the Minister in
{eeling that the Legislative Council should
be retained. The difference is that we do
not believe it should exist, because we do
not think the members justify their exist-
ence.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Are you suggesting
you do not do the work you should?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I do my work,

The Hon, I, G. Pratt: Then what are
you talking about?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I still think
the work load could be carried by the
four Legislative Assembly members who
represent the area I do. I have said pre-
viously that{ I do not know of any Legis-
lative Assembly member who is suffering
2 breakdown or who is a nervous wreck
hecause of the amount of work he is
doing.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You mean
Legislative Assembly members.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths; Obviously they
are not overloaded hecause of you.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: They would
not have an overload of work. For five
vears I carried out the work of an
Assembly member while he was {Il. At
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that time my province was nearly twice
the size it is now and I found I could cope
quite adequately with all the problems with
which I was confronted. I was working
quite hard and I did not know all the
short cuts at that time but, nevertheless,
I coped quite adeguately.

I think the Assembly members could
cope adequately if they took on this extra
work load, particularly now when we have
these rigged boundaries before us; where
there will be an equalisation of voters in
each Assembly district which will be prob-
ably 2% times that in a country area. I
think the Assembly members in the metro-
politan area with 2% times the electors to
worry about will be able to cope as should
the country members with the small pro-
portion that they will have by compari-
501,

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Can you tell me
your grounds for reflecting on the repre-
sielrl\tat;ve efforts of other Legislative Coun-
cillors?

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I did not
reflect on them.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: You said you did
your job properly but you added that other
Legislative Councillors should have to
account for what they do.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I am pre-
bared to account for my work, but I
would not do so because I want to get rid
of this place. Tt is the members opposite
who wish to retain this House; it is
they who want it to be continued: 1t is
thpy who feel it should be one of the in-
stitutions of our parliamentary system.

Since members opposite clalm that they
support the retention of the Legislative
Council it is they who should justify its
existence and tell us why it should con-
tinue to exist. It is not for me to do this,
because I am trylng to get rid of the
place.

The Hon. J. Heitman: During the term
of your Government no matter where I
went I heard people say “Thunk Gud for
the Legislative Council, because it helps
keep things straight.”

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: It was not
any effort or confribution by the honour-
able member in this Chamber that brought
about that circumstance.

tthae Hon. N. MeNeill: I would dispute
at.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Who do ¥ou sug-
gest 1s net doing his work?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I said that
members should justify the work they are
doing; I should like to see their work load
Justified, as I would lke to see justified
the time they spend and for which they
are paid when doing that work as against
the other interests they represent,

The Hon. T. Knight: Apart from Mr
Griffiths and myself and a couple of others
you mentioned you are discrediting the
rbemainder of the members of this Cham-
er,
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The Hon. R, THOMPSON: If I am let
them get up and justify their existence;
let them tell us of their work ivad and the
problems with which they are faced.

T stand for the abolition of the Legislative
Council, but members opposite—the silent
majority—do not get up and tel! us the
problems with which they are faced. Dur-
ing the debate on the other Bill T asked
what were the problems involved; where
was the remoteness and why should a
loading be introduced, but I did not get
any answers,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Yes you did.

The Hon, I. G, Pratt: I am asking for a
specific case of a member who is not doing
his work.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Members
opposite sit there and make ihelr speeches
by interjection; they never have the cour-
age to stand up and make their speeches
in this Chamber.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That is only your
opinion.

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: Accordingly
it would be most Interesting to hear the
members on the Government side tell us
just how many hours a week they work
for thelr constituents.

The Hon, J. Heltman: How many do you
work?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I work seven
days a week.

The Hon. J. Heitman: How many hours
a day?

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: Usually about
12,

The Hon. N. McNeili: I believe it is the
role of the electors to prove the justification
for their members; it is not for the mem-
bers of this House.

The Hon, R. THOMPSUN: It Is not the
role of the electors to justify that aspect;
ll?xmdthe Minister has hls the nail on the

ead.

The Hon. N. McNelll: I said to prove
the justification for their members.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: They can-
not do this, because the electors cannot
vote this House out of existence, The only
body that can vote this House out of ex-
istence is the Legislative Council itself,
S0 the Minister should not put forward
any foolish arguments such as that, be-
cause even with a referendum the elec-
tors could not get rid of this place. It is
the vote of the members of the Legislative
gouncil alone which can destroy this

ouse.

The Hon. J. C, Tozer: Surely it is for
the electors, particularly if they were not
satisfled that a vote for labor meant the
end of the Legislative Council.

The Hon, R. THOMPSON: Half the
electors would not know what are the
functions of the Legislative Council and
the other half do not care.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Why do you
people in the Labor Party consistently
reflect on the intelligence of the electors?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I spoke priv-
ately to the honourable member tast week
on this matter, and if he studies my polling
figures for the last electlon he will find
that every elector in the Cockburn area
who veted was given two voting slips—
a pink one and a white onz—yet 10600
people in Cockburn did not vote for
Legislative Councilliors, as against the Leg-
islative Assembly where the figure in Fre-
mantle was 980, in Melville about 1 ¢00 and
where It was about the same number in
East Melville. What did they do with their
electoral forms? They were the people
who, in disgust at having to support a
Legislative Council—

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: Has 1t crossed
your mind that they might have been
Labor Party supporters who were not pre-
E?red,Jb to vote for the candidate put before

em?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I do not
win by many votes, so I think tha} refutes
Mr Griffiths’ argument.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: On the con-
trary; it supports it.

The Hon. J. Heitman: It might reflect
on your argument about the intelligence
of voters.

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: They get
more intelligent each year because esach
election I double my majority.

The Hon, W, R. Withers: That merely
shows how stupld they are.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You were
lu-;:tl;:y to start off with only a small maj-
ority.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I started
with 8 majority of 668 and 14 months
later I increased it to 2 500; six years
later my majority had increased to 8500
and, last election, it was 16 000 plus.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: No wonder you
think the voters have no intelligence!

The Hon., R. THOMPSON: It shows
members just how much intelligence they
do have. However, I do not belleve the
argument related to the intelllgence with
which electors recorded their votes
for the respective candidates; the
argument was that even if people
elected candidates with the instruc-
tions that they were to abolish the
Upper House, the Liberal and Country
Party members of the Legislative Council
would not carry out their wish, but would
come here and vote to retain this Cham-
ber, That is the germ of the matter.

rrembhere gnbosite stand for the policy
rf v~toinine this Chamber and are going
ta ~A4 nenlt to injury by increasing the
number nf elected members from 30 to 32.
T nnreee this legislation and when we
reach the Committee stage I will be mov-
in® ~n amendment. So that members
onrnsite may be aware of the terms of
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my amendment, I will quote it now. It
relates to clause 2, and proposes to delete
the passage on page 2, line 1, commencing
with the word, “and” and concluding with
the word, “Act” in line 12.

The effect of my amendment would be
to repeal section 5 of the principal Act;
that is an issue we will debate at a later
stage. I have outlined the terms of my
amendment in order to prompt members
opposite to stand and fight for the reten-
tion of this place; or, alternatively, if they
have any justice in their hearts to vote
for my amendment, while taking inte con-
sideration the taxpayers who pay about $1
million each year to keep this House in
existence. This Chamber could be re-
placed by a rubber stamp costing less than
$5. I do not intend to canvass all the
arguments put forward on the Electoral

Districts Act Amendment Bill. I oppose
this legislation.
THE HON, LYLA ELLIOTT (North-

East Metropolitan) [5.34 p.m.]l: This Bill
is complementary to the Electoral Dis-
tricts Act Amendment Bill which passed
through all its stages in this Chamber a
short while ago; naturally, as I opposed
that Bill very strongly, so I intend to
oppose this legislation.

The crux of this Bill is to be found in
clauses 2 and 3, which provide for an in-
crease in the number of members of the
Legislative Council from 30 to 32 and for
an increase in the number of provinces
from 15 to 16, and also in clauses 5 and 6,
which provide for an increase in the num-
ber of Legislative Assembly members and
electorates from 51 to 65. As far as I can
ascertain, the other clauses in the Bill are
merely machinery clauses which will en-
able the additional electorates to be cre-
ated.

Like Mr Thompson, who has Jjust
spoken, I take exception to the unneces-
sary expenditure of about $200 000 a year
which will be imposed upon the people of
Western Australin in order to provide
these extra parliamentarians. I believe
such additional expenditure is completely
unjustified and, indeed, has not been jus-
tified by members opposite.

It is interesting to note that, in pro-
portion to eclectoral enrolments, Western
Australia already has the highest number
of members of Parliament of any of the
mainland States.

The Hon. G. E. Masiers: We have a
little more space as well, you know—one
million square miles of it.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Why did
you say, “mainland States"?

The Hon., LYLA ELLIOTT: The figure
for Tasmania is lower than the flgure for
Western Australin; however, I belleve we
should compare like with like and compare
Western Australia with the other main-
land States.
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_The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: It is ob-
viously one of the advantages enjoyed by
smaller States.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: In New
South Wales, there is one member of the
Lower House for every 28 606 electors; in
Victoria, the figure is one member for
every 25 790; in Queensland, it is onhe for
every 14 468; and, in South Australia, it
is one member for every 16 000 electors.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Why do you
not give the size of each State at the same
time: it would make the whole thing much
more understandable?

The Hon., N. McNeill: Are any States
contempiating an increase in the size of
their Houses?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am not
aware of that.

The Hon. N. McNeill:
know.

The Hen. LYLA ELLIOTT: In compari-
son, Western Australia, with 51 electorates
and an enrolment as at the 28th July this
year ¢f 647 393 has a ratio of one member
of the Lower House to every 12694
electors.

The Hon, D, J. Wordsworth: You are
playing with figures now, are you not?

The Hon., LYLA ELLIOTT: The closest
State to our ratio of members to electors Is
Queensland, and there the ratio is 1:14 468.
However, not satisfied with already having
the lowest ratio, the Government has in-
troduced legisiation to increase the num-
ber of Assembly seats from 51 to 55, there-
by creating a ratio of 1:11771.

Instead of this quite unwarranted in-
crease in the number of members of Par-
liament, why d¢ we not just abolish the
artificial metropolitan boundary which has
been drawn by the Government and divide
the State into 51 equal clectorates?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: When did you
change your mind about the figure? Two
or three years ago you said it should he
81 electorates.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: I am not
talking about two or three years ago; I
am talking about now.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: Because the
party says it should be 81, it does not
mean that Miss Elliott should support it.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That system
would be far more preferable to the one
perpetuated and made worse by this legis-
lation. Instead of increasing the number
of members of Parliament {in a quite un-
necessary fashlon, and fiddling with the
metropolitan boundary, we should do away
with that boundary altogether and have
an equal distribution throughout the State
by dividing the State into 51 electorates,
each containing approximately the same
number of voters.

I have not heard members opposite give
any justification for this legislatlion or for
the Electoral Districts Act Amendment

They are, you
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Bill. About the only reason put forward
to support this leglslation was the feeble
claim that distance makes it very difficult
for members to get around their elec-
torates.

If members opposite were sincere in us-
ing such an argument, why have they not
done something about the very large elec-
torate of Pilbara? I will concede that its
member must experience some difficulty
in travelling around his electorate.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: It is more
difficult in the Kimberley,

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: I imagine
his problem would be reduced by modern
means of transport and communication.
However, if members opposile were gen-
uine they would reduce the size of that
electorate and split it up amongst other
electorates.

The Hon. W, R. Withers: We do not do
that because it is more difficult to get
around the Kimberley.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The elec-
torate of Pilbara has an enrolment of
11 885. If we divided the State into 51
equally populated electorates, there w:n_xld
be about 11 771 electors in each seat, which
would be less than the current enrolment
In the Pilbara electorate.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I do not want
to Interrupt the honourable member’s train
of thought, but these matters relate to_the
Electoral Districts Act Amendment Bill,
The measure now under discussion pro-
poses to amend the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That is cor-
rect, Mr President, but the point I am
making 15 that the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act is to be amended to in-
crease the number of members of Parlia-
ment elected to both Houses and this is
what I am strongly opposed to; at the
moment, I am giving the reasons for my
opposition.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Would you
like to say where the line should be drawn
in corder to reduce the size of the Pilbara
electorate?

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: I vhink that
matter should be left to the electoral com-
missioners.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Why do
vou not leave the rest of it to the electoral
commissioners and sit down?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIQOTT: Why does
the Minister not remove the boundary and
leave the whole thing to the electoral com-
missioners? If he did that, we might have
a fairer electoral system.

I believe the Constitution of this State
should act in the interests of all the psaple.
not just some of them, just as the United
States of America has a Constitution
which has been Interpreted by the Supreme
Court to mean that all citlzens shall be
regarded as equal. This interpretation has
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been used in relation to electoral appor-
tionment in that country.

The Hon. N, McNeill: Did you hear Mr
Kelso on the television programme ‘‘Mon-
day Conference” last Monday?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I heard part
of the discussion, but I could not really
make much sense of it. However, I do
net know what that has to do with this
discussion,

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: I do not know
why you are referring to Mr Kelso; he
would be the last person you should refer
to.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Do not disappeint
me.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Surely he
was dealing with economics, and not elec-
toral boundaries. I believe our Constitu-
tion should be framed in such a way as
to represent equality for all citizens
whether they be male or female, black or
white, or country or city dwellers, There
should not be discrimination in electoral
matters.

We should be ashamed of our electoral
system. It does not matter what book
written by a political commentator one
may pick up; it will refer to this State as
being one of the worst examples of mal-
apportionment in Australia and I helieve
it is a disgrace that such a situation should
be allowed to continue, Dr Crowley has
described the Western Australian electoral
system ag—

...a nineteenth century electoral
system which was designed to protect
property and particularly country pro-
perty, which considerably favours
country districts in the Legislative As-
sembly and is carried to remarkable
lengths in the Legislative Couneil,

Our electoral system needs major reform.
We do not need the books to he fiddled
any further, ©Only when the system is
changed to provide equality for all people
in Western Australian will we have real
de{nocracy in this State. T oppose the
Bill.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (8ouih-West)
[5.44 pm.]1: It is my intention at the out-
set to support the Bill,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: What about
your intention at the conclusion?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I think Mr
Griffiths will find that at the conclusion
of my remarks many members of this
Chambers will be with me in that senti-
ment. This Bill proposes to alter the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act to allow
for an increase in representation in both
Houses of the Western Australian Par-
liament.

Reference has already been made in the
debate today to the role of the Legislative
Council which currently comprises 30
members. Under the Bill it is proposed
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to increase the number by two to bring
the total to 32.

At this stage I would like to comment
on one of the main arguments used by
the Opposition against the measure, and
that is the question of costs., It is interest-
ing to note that members of the Opposition
have dwelt on the guestion of costs. How-
ever, if the situation developed in Western
Australia where a unicameral system of
Parliament was adopted and there was
only one House, I would be very surprised
if the number of members in that House
would be less than 80; therefore I believe
the question of costs is not a valid one to
use in argument against the measure,
because the costs involved in a House of
80 members will be increased, whether or
not the Legislative Council is retained.

The Hon. S. J., Dellar: The costs would
still be less than the costs of two Houses
comprising 87 members.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: If there were
only 51 members in a single House in this
State, then undoubtedly greater costs
would be involved in providing more sec-
retarial staff to members because that
would be required for greater representa-
tion, For that reason I do not think the
increased costs can be used as a valid
argument.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: In those cir-
cumstances the costs could be even greater
than the costs involved at the present
time.

The Hon, V. J. FERRY: Indecd the
costs could be greater. Another point that
has been raised in the course of this de-
bate is the role of this Chamber as a
House of Review. There can be only one
reason for the projection of that view by
members opposite; that is, they object to
reviewing legislation. In faet, they are
bound by the decision of their party not
to review legislation as individuals.

It is on very rare occasions that mem-
bers of the Labor Party will cross the
floor of the House and vote against the
decision of their party. In that respect
that is one of the reasons this House fails
to bz a House of Review,

The Hon. R. Thompson: How many
times have you crossed the floor of the
House?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Many times.

The Hon. R, Thompson: Tell us the
number.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The most recent
occasion was during the vote on daylight
saving. The result of a subsequent refer-
endum showed that what I did on that
occasion proved that I had been correct in
interpreting the wishes of the people.

Whether there be 30 or 32 members in
this House it matters not to the members
of the Australian Lahor Party, because
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under a rule made by the Labor Caucus
the Labor members are bound to obey the
decisions arrived at in Caucus.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: What is wrong
with that?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: That would
nullify the role of this Chamber as a
House of Review.

The Hon. R. Thompson: We do not have
2 Caucus any more.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: There is still
the decision to which Labor members are
bound. I would like to dwell on what
could take place under a system where
8 political party made a decision which
was binding on its members. If we had a
unicameral system of Parliament in West-
ern Australia and there were 51 members in
the single House, then in order to gain
offica the Labor Party would need to win
26 seats. If the decisions of Caucus are
binding on those members, then the
majority vote—that is the vate of 14 mem-
bers of the 26 belonging to its party—
would carry the day. In those circum-
stances the other 12 members of that
party would be bound by the Caucus rule
to vote according to the decision of the
majority of 14 members. Therefore, it is
possible that the vote of 14 members of
the 51 members in a single House of Par-
liament could carry the day, against the
wishes of the other 37 members. Is that
democracy?

The Hon. R. Thompson: You are saying
there is no demoeracy in Queensland
which has a unicameral system?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I shall deal
with the position in Queensland shortly.
What I have said could happen under a
unicameral system of Parliament.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I think Queens-
land is looking into the desirability of re-
introducing the two-House system.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Some move is
being made in Queensland to reinstate the
Legislative Council. I would like to carry
the exercise further. If under a uni-
cameral system there are 81 members in
the single House—assuming that the
existing number of members in the
Assembly and the Council is retained in
the one House—then a party which gains
41 seats out of the 81 will be able to
form a Government. Under the Labor
Caucus system 21 of its 41 members can
arrive at a party decision which is bind-
ing on the other 20 members. In other
words, those 21 members would have the
say, even against the wishes of the other
60 members. Such a system would apply
to any party that adopted rules such as
those adopted by the Labor Caucus.

In those circumstances we would have
a democracy ruled by a minority; and this
fact is not in dispute. I would like to
refer to what happened in New South
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Wales when a referendum was held on
the 29th April, 1961, to enable the people
of that State to decide whether they
wished to retain or to abolish the upper
House. The flgures showed quite clearly
that the people of New South Wales over-
whelmingly voted for the retention of the
Legislative Council,

Referring to the figures, on a per-
centage basis the people in the Sydney
area who voted for the retention of the
Legislative Council represented 55.9 per
cent of the valid votes cast, and those who
vated for the abolition of the Council repre-
sented 41.7 per cent of the votes. In the
country areas the people voting for the
abolition of the Council represented 40.9
rer cent of the valid votes, while those
voting against the abolition of the Council
represented 56.3 per cent of the votes.

If we examine those figures closely we
find that the percentage of people in the
Sydney area voting for abolition repre-
sented 41.7 per cent of the votes cast, as
against 40.9 per cent of the votes in respect
of the people in the country areas. The
difference in the two flgures is 0.8 per cent.
In the case of those voting against the
abolition of the Council the proportion
was 55.9 per cent for the Sydney area,
and 563 per ceni for the couniry areas.
There was a difference of 0.4 per cent in
the two figures for those who voted agamst
the abolition of the Council.

This gives some weight to the view that
the people of New South Wales knew what
they were doing. It was not a question of
the country people versus the city people.
Furthermore, the result was not a close

one, hecause there is a marked difference .

between those voting for retention and
those voting against retention of the Coun-
eil, It can be said that the people of New
South Wales on that occaslon voted for
the retention of the upper House.

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf: The Labor
Party in that State did not want the upper
House to be abolished—

The PRESIDENT: There is no question
before ihe Chair concerning the ahbolition
of this Chamber. We are dealing with an
amendment to the Constifution Acts
Amendment Act that seeks to increase the
number of seats in both Houses.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The Bill pro-
vides for an increase of two members for
the Council to protect the rights of the
people of the State. Apart from adopting
the role of a House of Review, the con-
sideration of legisiation in this Chamber
provides time for views to he exchanged
hetween the parties; therefore, this pro-
vides a safeguard to the people.

A Government with a large majority in
the Assembly could introduce legislation,
for which it might not have a mandate
from the people; therefore, the upper
House can act as a brake against hasty
or ill-conceived legislation.

[COUNCIL]

_The Hon. R. Thompson: When have the
Liberal-Country Party members had a
mandate in respect of the passing of leg-
islation?

The Hon. V. J, FERRY: I think mem-
hers of the Legislative Counci! have a
mandate to operate as they will, because
they are elected on adult franchise.

The Hon. R. Thompson; Whom do they
represent after they are elected?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: They represent
the people.

The Hon., R, Thompson: They do not,
Th%tt;. shows how much you know ahout this
matter,

The Hon, V. J. PERRY: The people
voted for me but they might not have
voted for the honourable member, The
upper House acts as a bulwark against re-
volution. It safeguards the independence
of the judiciary, the courts, the Auditor-
General, the Public Service, and the like.
That is laid down in the Constitution Act.
If anyone disputes that I would like him
to read the Act.

The Hon, R. Thompson: Do you reckon
you are the only member who has read
that Act?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I hope every
member has read it. If any member has
not he should do so. It is one of the func-
tions of members of Parliament in this
State to be familiar with the Constitution
Act. Without the safeguard of an upper
House, a Government not well disposed
towards the judiciary, the Public Service,
the Auditor-General, or other officers,
could dismiss them. That cannot happen
under our existing system, and this is a
very strong point for the retention of this
bulwark to protect the rights of the people
under our Westminster type of Parliament.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Why do you
not then place us on the same footing as
the House of Lords?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: If the honour-
able member wishes to put that view for-
ward it is up to him.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You reckon that
Western Australia operates under the
same system. That shows how wrong you
are,

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: As a final safe-
guard, this Chamber, together with the
lower House, is subject to the will of the
people. Their will is the safeguard in the
last resort. The people have the say. If
the people have a say in this way in demo-
cratically conirolled elections then they
will be able to elect the members they
wish to represent them,

I recall the names of some very well
respected members of the Australian Labor
Party who represented the people in this
House; they were good enough to win seats.
It has been said more than once, but not
necessarily in this debate, that even 1if
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the Australian Labor Party won all the
metropolitan seats it could not govern be-
cause of the weight of the votes in the
country electorates. Such a viewpoint is
rather insulfing to many Labor Party
members who held and who are still hold-
ing country seats.

I wonder what the Hon, F. J. 8. Wise
would think of this projection, because he
was qQuite capable of winning a country
seat. Indeed, the late Harry Strickland
‘was also & very capable member, and he
held a north-west seat. Mr Dellar was
good enough to win the Lower North Pro-
vinge seat, and his father before him did
the same. Surely the Labor Party should
stand by such members and declare, “We
can win seats anywhere, and if we are
good enough we can gain control of this
Chamber.”

The Hon. R. Thompson: Do you think
Mr Dellar is good enough to be re-elected?

The Hon, S, J. Dellar: I am sure he is!

The Hon. V., J. FERRY: That is g mat-
ter for the electors and I play no part in
voting in his electorate.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: What per-
centage of the votes did Mr Dellar gain?

The PRESIDENT: I cannot find any re-
ference in the Bill to the election prospects
of Mr Dellar.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Regarding the
situation in Queensland where there is
only one House of Parliament at the pre-
sent time, I should peint out that a Labor
Government in 1922 abolished the upper
House. My understanding of the situation
is that the members of the Legislative
Council at that time were paid off for life,
How they were actually paid off T do not
know, hut they were given some remunera-
tion when they left Parliament. That is
a rather reprehensible way to change a
system. It is a matter of interest that
in Queensland a Labor Government was
in office for some 40 years or thereabouts.

The Labor Government had a one-House
system. Under the Caucus system a mi-
nority can prevail upon a majority, and it
is a fact that in Queensland for a num-
ber of years the Queensland central execu-
tive of the Australian Labor Party was
the power behind the Government. That
power behind the Government had no
responsibility to the electors and the Labor
Government—or a series of Labor Gov-
ernments—was obliged to adhere to the
will of the Queensland central executive,

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must remind
the honourable member that there is no-
thing in this Bill relating to what is hap-
pening in other States. This Bill is to
amend the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act to provide for an increase in the num-
ber of seats in both Houses.

The Hon., V. J. FERRY: I was endeav-
ouring to relate that principle to the fact
that the two-House system, with which we
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are dealing through the Bill now before us,
is 2 much better system indeed and worthy
of support, and I am arguing against the
proposal put forward by the Opposition
that we should dispense with this Legisla-
tive Council.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must point
out that the Bill in no way relates to
this House being abolished. It is related
to an increase in the number of seats for
both Houses.,

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Thank vou, Mr
President. I thoroughly c¢oncur with the
increase because I believe it will mean a
greater representation for the people of
this State and improve our democratic
system.

The intention to increase the number
of members in the Legislative Assem-
bly by four is highly commendable,
particularly as it relates to the metro-
politan area. Obviously, the population
of the metropolitan area is increasing
and it is equitable that it should receive
greater representation, I find it strange
that the Australian Labor Party should be
against this sort of proposition.

The Hon. D. W. Cgoley: There is nothing
in the Bill about 51 seats in the Legislative
Assembly.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I said the rep-
resentation was to he increased by four;
at the present time there are 51 members.
The proposal is commendable and I find
it strange that the Australian Labor Party
should oppose the move. Similarly, the
Australian Labor Party is opposed to an
increase of two represenfatives in the
Legislative Council. Again, the two addi-
tional members will represent the metro-
pelitan area where the Australian Labor
Party believes it has every chance of gain-
ing strength.

As I said previously, if candidates are
good enough they can win seats anywhere,
whether they be metropolitan or country
seats, Therefore, I find it strange that the
Australian Labor Party should hedge the
principle and oppose the legislation in that
light. Surely, if members opposite were
honest with themselves they would suppert
this legislation.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: There is no
goubt that we are always honest with
ourselves.

_The Hon. V. J. FERRY; Members oppo-

site should support it as a move to gain
electoral strength. With those remarks I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill, as
I set out to do

Sitting suspended from 6.04 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) (7.32 p.m.1: Xt is in accord-
ance with Australian Labar Party policy
and my own principles that I oppose this
Bill because it seeks to extend the member-
ship of this House. Of course the policy of
the ALP in respect of this matter is well
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known to all members. It may well be
that what we say here this evening cannot
influence the Government in any way be-
cause it has its policies to maintain. The
Government believes in the sustenance and
maintenance of this House.

The Bill we have before us at the present
time is an extension of and consequential
to the Electoral Districts Act Amendment
Bill. I suppose that measure would mean
nothing without the Bill before us—it
would not be operative. Nevertheless it is
the policy of the Opposition to oppose prin-
ciples outside our policy, and despite the
fact that Government members could
scarcely be blamed for not being infiuenced
by our arguments, I feel many things need
to be said in respect of this legislation.

When I speak of my opposition to an
extension of the membership of this House,
it is no wish of mine to cast any reflections
on it, or on its traditions. They are
remarkable and very good, and perhaps
they were well suited to another period,
However, from the point of view of the
Lahor Party, it is not a suitable institution
in this day and age. I can understand
that members opposite from a conserva-
tive party would support the attitude ex-
pressed in the measure because adherents
of a Liheral-Country Party system adopt
a laissez-faire attitude—they do not be-
lieve in any change or any reform.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Wait a
mihute—we are changing now.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Only because it
suits you.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Does not
Mr Wordsworth know the difference be-
tween change and reform?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Hansard
ought to record laughter.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: The principal
difference between Mr Wordsworth’s party
and mine is that his cannot tell the differ-
ence between change and reform and as
long as it suits his personal interest to be
a part-time member of Parllament—

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Aren’t you?
You are always talking about the TLC.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Aren't you
still President of the TLC?

The Hon. G. E, Masters: You have two
other jobs besides this one—three alfo-
gether.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: This is a
part-time job for you.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: If I could
just defend myself in regard to these inter-
jections, my position as President of the
TLC is a purely voluntary one. My position
there does not impinge on my working
t'me as 8 member of Parliament.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: It is your
main occupation—you are more part-time
at this job than is Mr Wordsworth.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: It is not
strange that some people who regard their
Positions here as a very minor part of
their activities should want to remain in
a Chamber such as this.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Are you not
also secretary of a union?

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: Members
here have 1t very easy in their parliamen-
tary obligations because the Legislative
Assembly members fake care of their res-
ponsibilities,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You speak for
yourself,

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Don't you trust
your colleagues?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Leader
of the Opposltion hit the nail right on the
head when he said that the interjections
coming from the Government side of the
House were appalling. Government mem-
bers can kid their electors and other people
outside, but for goodness sake, they should
not kid themselves because they know
exactly what the position is about the role
they play in their electorates.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: Exactly—that
is why your words puzzle us.

The Hon. J. Heitman: That’s why there
are more of us here than there are Labor
members.

The Hon. G. E.
three-job man.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is not
true, although I will let the member get
away with it this time,.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: Who is in charge
of the Alcohol and Drug Authority?

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: I will return
to the Bill. Because of our policy, we
oppose a measure which seeks to extend the
membership of this House. It is really to
extend a rubber stamp for the Liberal
Party when it is in office; that is all it
is. The actions of Government members
over the last session of Parliament prove
this. They want to extend the House s0
it will remain in its present form-——nogt
gerrymandered, but malapportioned as
Mr MacKinnon said it is. The Govern-
ment wishes to maintain this House so
that the conservative parties are never
removed from office.

The Honh. G. €. MacKinnon: That is
slightly twisting my words, but I will let
it go.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Mac-
Kinnon said it was malapportioned repre-
sentation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I said that
what you were talking about would be
better deseribed by using the word “mal-
apportioned” than by the word “gerry-
mandered”. The rest of your arguments
are so silly.

Masters: You are a
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Govern-
ment wishes to extend the House with two
more members to build a greater barrier
for Labor Governments which will prevent
them implementing their policy when they
are in office.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I think you
ought to refer to the battle I had the
other night when three of our members
joined Miss Lyla Elliott.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: That was
merely a facade put up by members oppo-
site.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That was the
ring-tailed possum Bill!

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: It is pious
to say this House was acting as a House
of Review when several Government mem-
hers crossed the floor to vote for an in-
consequential amendment. It had no
meaning, and Mr Pratt said that if Roy
Claughton had not spoken two more mem-
bers would have crossed the fioor.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: If they
cross the floor it is inconsequential, and if
they do not they are dictated to.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I want to say
that it is not this House which is at fault
but it is the people who sit here and the
policy they espouse.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Even our own
Minister bitterly attacked us.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not say
that in a personal way at all, because Gov-
ernment memhbers are bound to imple-
ment—7I will not use the word “corrupt”—
the misguided policies of the Liberal Party.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I thought
it was your party members who had to
sigh a document,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I think this
Chamber should be preserved for posterity.

The Hon, D, K. Dans: As a miseumn—
add that.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: When the
Labor Parly comes t¢ power—

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I think last
time you spoke you said we did not have
a policy.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: As Mr Dans
said, it would make an excellent museum
piece—perhaps & wax museum and Gov-
ernment members could all he preserved.

The Hon. G. E, Masters: You would be
bound to be standing on your feet.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: For a full-
time union rep and a part-time politician,
you are doing very well.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Whenever we
get in front over here, Mr MacKinnon
starts to get abusive,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon; Who is
getting abusive?

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Tell me, Mr Cooley,
do you have anything else that I have satd
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privately to one of your members outside
the Chamber that you wish to quote?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I heard the
honourable member say something in a
denigrating way about Mr Claughton and
I had to defend him. The whole Govern-
ment attitude to Mr Claughton seems to
indicate that members do not want him to
express his views.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: He is the best
man we have.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Will you tell me
what words you have said to defend him?
You have said nothing.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The high-
light of the evening was Mr Ferry's speech
when he said that this House is a bulwark
against revolution and the rule of minori-
ties.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Quite right
—good speech that.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: It is 2 good quote.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: 1t is strange
for a person like Mr Ferry—holding a
leading position in his party as he does—
to say that when he knows very well that
in some instances this House s elected
by a minority.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: It 1s elected by
the people.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: This House
has blocked legislation from another
place—

The Hon, V. J. Ferry: Members exercise
their judgment.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: No matter how
wrong it may be.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: —by its con-
servative majority, and legislation that
had been approved by way of a mandate
from the people. The action of Govern-
ment members over the last 18 months
since I have been here has proved this
point—no legislation has been rejected to
date, and yet during the Tonkin Admin-
istration, this House of Review rejected
many Bills.

The Hon. V. J. Perry: Don't lose heart!

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: Mr Ferry
spoke of the rule of minority groups and
a worry ahout revolution taking place 1f
the membership of this Chamber is not
extended.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I cannot imagine
this little Chamber stopping a revolufion.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I would pos-
sibly support a Bill such as this, and from
my own personal point of view I might
support the principle of a bicameral Par-
liament if it were possible under that
bicameral system to take some remedy
against people who act unwisely in the
so-called House of Review. However, there
1s no remedy against this House of Review
if its members do not act in a proper
manner.



3226

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: The people have
the say.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: No,
people do not have the say,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Of course they
do.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Members are
elected to this Chamber for six years.
I could never support a measure to add
two more members fo this place under
the conditions that they cannot be re-
moved from office after they are elected.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Who is the judee
of wisdom?

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: Do not tell
me that the wisdom is all on the Govern-
ment’s side. The members th this House
are no wiser than the members i another
place. Legislative Assembly members have
Just as much wisdom and judgment as
do members in this House. I wiil not sup-
port a Bill to increase the membsrship of
this Chamber in the situation where its
members cannot be removed from office.

During the debate on the Electoral Dis-
fricts Act Amendment Bill the other night,
the Minister for Justice used the example
of the Senate in his argument against the
one-vote-one-value system. However, at
least when Bills are rejected in the Se-
nate, that Senate can be abolished by an
act of the lower House. But that is not
the case in this particular House. Why
should we on this side support a Bill to
increase the membership of this Chamber
to extend the present system?

The Hon. N. McNeill: What do you
mean by the word “abolish"?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I did not use
the word “abolish”. I sald I would not
support a Bill to bring two more people
into this Chamber to extend it.

The Hon. N. McNeill: I am talking about
the Senate being abolished by the House
of Representatives.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: This Cham-
ber cannot be dissolved by anybody's act.
We cannot go back to the people in a

ggrgocratic way to have our actions justi-

The Hon. G. E. Masters: What about at
elections? Are they not justified then?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: This would
be unique in respect of parliamentary pro-
cedure. In the country the honourable
member came from, such a situation was
not tolerated, even in the ultra-conser-
vative House of Lords.

The Hon. N. McNeill: It is not a question
of tolerating.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Members are
not even elected to the House of Lords.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: But they do
not continually block legislation. If the
honourable member would listen, I am
talking about the principle of the bi-
cameral system.

the
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The Hon, G. E. Masters: I am listening
most intently.

The Hon, D, W. COOLEY: I would sup-
port a bicameral system of Parliament if
there were ways and means by which the
people of the country could take some
action to remedy a situation.

The Hon, G. E. Masters: You will say
that because it suits you at this time.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Despite the
odds against us in this Chamber, I can-
not remain silent when a measure is be-
fore the House to extend this Chamber
and to allow the present situation to
continue.

All members opposite, despite their in-
terjections and their attempts at denigra-
tion, know well that they have heen to
the barrier 38 times and have been elected
38 times; and there has not been a change
of Government in this Chamber for the
last 85 years, If anybody can say that
is democracy, then he does not believe
in the same principles in which I believe,
I think it is time the conservatives of
this country—or perhaps the more trendy
ones amongst them—initiated some change
in respect of their electoral policies, he-
cause we are living in a democracy.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: What did we do
in 1964-65?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Despite Mr
Baxter's policies I have a great deal of
personal regard for him and for many
other members opposite; I have learnt
to develop that in the past 8 months. I
do not think that some members op-
posite could believe in a system in which
democracy is denied in this way. The
neople of Western Australia have never
had democratic government in the true
sense,

To give an example, the excellent in-
dustrial legislation that was introduced by
the Tonkin Government was blocked in
this very House. Therefore I cannot agree
with the proposition that this House should
be extended under those conditions. That
legislation was introduced by the Tonkin
Government in the Legislative Assembly
after being vromised to the people of West-
ern Australia in Mr Tonkin’s policy speech.
He made it clear that if his party be-
came the Government he would pass leg-
islation in the lower House to bring about
much wanted industrial reforms. But what
happened to the reforms?

The Hon. N, McNeill: What happened
at the next election?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Despite the
fact that the people had given the Labor
Government & mandate {o introduce the
reforms, and despite the fact that the
Government had a majority in the lower
House, when the Bill came to this place
it was rejected by members opposite on
the ground that this is a House of Review.
It was not proper for members opposite
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to oppose that legislation against the wish
of the people of Western Australia.

The Hon. N. McNeill: And as a conse-
quence the Liberals were returned with a
greater majority in this House.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I did nol
catch that interjection.

I do not support a proposition that will
introduce two additional members to this
Chamber, possibly of the same ilk as
members opposite, for the purpose of
allowing them to obtain a greater majority
for a longer period to block legislation that
has received a mandate from the people
of this State at proper, democratic elec-
tions of Governments; and I stress that
this dHouse is not democratically com-
posed.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Cut it out.

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: It is not; if
Mr Griffiths likes to look at the facts and
figures in respect of this House he will
fing it is not democratically composed,
because some members in this place rep-
resent something like 7000 people while
he represents 94 000. That is not fair;
that is not reasonable; that is not just:
and it is something I will not support.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: The same
type of people who elected me elected you.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I know that,
but before I came to this Chamber I made
it clear to the people in my province that
I would not support a Bill such as this
and that when I came to this place I
would work as hard as I could for its
abolition. If Mr Griffiths votes against
this measure tonight and submits his
resignation from this place I will be the
first in the Chamber to follow suit.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I make plenty
of mistakes, but resigning will not he one
of them.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Perhaps Mr
Cooley would like to set the example.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It does not
matter what Mr Masters says in respect of
this Bill; it will extend this House by two
seats, and he knows as well as I do—

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Don’t you think
you have a chance of winning them?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: —that it Is
not democratically elected. I have already
given the figures and it would be trite of
me to give them again; however, we khow
that only about 30 per cent of the electors
are properly represented in this House.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Will you tell us
what you have against two more metro-
politan Legislative Councillors?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I am telling
Mr Pratt that in accordance with the pol-
iey of my party, I am opposed to the intro-
duction of two additional members to this
Chamber, because our policy is for the
ultimate abolitlon of this Chamber, not for
its extension.
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The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We know
what the Lahor Party thinks; tell us what
you think.

The Hon. D, W, COOLEY: I am sorry;
Mr MacKinnon was not in his seat when
I began. I said it is against my party’s
principles and against my personal prin-
ciples to support a Bill that will enlarge
the membership of this Chamber. I do not
think Mr MacKinnon was present when I
said that that is not said in any way to
denigrate this Chamber, its history, or
anything for which it stands. I believe
it is not right for this Chamber to exist
if by a democratic process given to the
people it cannot be removed.

I appreciate, though, that my words are
falling on deaf ears and that this Bill is
the result of the wish of the Liberal Party
to remain in office. I know the Liberal
Party has an iron grip on its members,
and none would dare cross the floor and
vote against this measure, despite the
fact that they put on a bit of an exhibition
the other night in respect of a small
amendment to another measure—

The Hon. N. McNeill: I rather suspect
they wouldn't want to.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: —and des-
pite the fact that Mr Griffiths on one
occaslon might have voted against the
extension of the freeway. But that is only
a facade; we know members opposite are
truly more disciplined in respect of these
glattters than are the members of the Labor

arty.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Oh, come on!

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I do not
think Mr Masters was even in this country
at the time when—and he can ask Mr
Grayden about this—

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon-
ourable member please get back to the
Bill. I have been very patient.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: I am sorry,
Sir. I do not think you have been any
more patient with me than you were with
Mr Ferry.

The PRESIDENT: That is quite true;
my patience has been extended to both
sides. I think the honourable member
igoull_;!] address the Chair and get back to

e Bill.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes, Sir. I
have expressed the attitude of the Austra-
lian Labor Party. I deo not think it could
be suggested in our wildest dreams—

The Hon. N. McNeill: You have some
pretty wild ones.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: —as Mr Ferry
suggested—that if we had a unicameral
system in this State we could have foisted
upon us a Government that would do away
with the judiciary.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: 1t could happen.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It could hap-
pen because the actions of the Govern-
ment last year and of members opposite
in this House last year would indleate
that under some circumstances they would
agree with that policy.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: What sactions
were they?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: He is prob-
ably talking about the sappointment of
Lionel Murphy. He is mixed up.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I am talking
about the intreduction of the most in-
famous Bill ever to be introduced in West-
ern Australia—the Fuel, Energy and Power
Resources Act Amendment Bill,

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able member knows that Bill has no rele-
ve:lnce whatsoever to the Bill before the
Chair.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I know, Mr
President; I should not have said that.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: It is also
a reflection on this House.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I said to the
President previgusly that it is not my in-
tention to reflect on this place; I reflect
only on the attitude of some of the mem-
bers who sit here and implement the
policies of their party and who will not
accept the principle of reform.

The Hon. V. J, Ferry: This House has
accepted reform at times.

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: I would like
to know when that has happened.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The change
from property franchise to wuniversal
franchise is a fairly notable one.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You thought
In 1965 that as a result of the change
made you would take control of this House,
but ycur position has gradually dete-
riorated to the extent that after the next
election you will be lucky to have three
members,

The Hon. R. Thompson: I have pre-
v{}ouﬂy told you that we did not think that
at all.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I oppose this
Eil! on principle, although I know that,
as usual, it will meet with the approval
of the House.

THE HON. W. R, WITHERS (North)
(7.55 pan.l: I am rather surprised in one
sense to hear Mr Cooley speak as he did;
but, of course, I am not surprised to hear
him repeat the Labor Party policy in res-
pect of this Bill.

The Hon. R. Thompson: You are going
to tell us the Liberal Party policy, are
you? Have you got a policy?

The Hen. W, R. WITHERS: As far as
I am concerned I will abide by Liberal
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Party policy which, of course, encompasses
freedom of speech: and that is what I am
exercising right now on behalf of my elec-
tors—my right to freedom of speech, We
all know that the policy of the Labor Party
is to abolish this House.

The Hon, S. J. Dellar: Could I make an
observation? You spoke very freely between
1971 and 1974.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Mr Pres-
ident, I would have thought that an extra
two members in this House would help the
Labor Party objective to abolish this place
because an additional {wo members would
have a chance to say that they object to
this Chamber if they supported the Labor
Party and if they were elected by a major-
ity of the constituents in their province.

The people know that the Labor Party
wishes to abolish this House. So if the
people want this House abolished they will
elect Labor Party members fo do so. It
is absolute rubbish when members oppo-
site say that we are not democratically
elected. It is rather strange that they
thought the Hon. Frank Wise and the late
Hon, Harry Strickland were democratically
elected when they held the northern seats.
However, they were very surbrised to see,
firstly, myself elected in 1971 in an area
which had traditionally voted Labor and
had never been held by a Liberal: and
what is more, I won mining towns out-
right—and they traditionally vote Labor.
It was then that members oppaosite started
to think possibly the members in that area
are not democratically elected.

It was then they started to lock at the
special legislation for which our President
was initially responsihle, which gave spe-
cial considerations to the remote areas of
the State. Then, of course, my colleague
{the Hon. J. C. Tozer} won the second
Legislative Council seat in the north, Hor-
ror of horrors! They found a person in an-
other place—

The Hon. R, Thompson: They will get
sick of him pretty soon, too.

The Hon. W, R. WITHERS: —and itwo
members in this place representing an
area which traditionally had been re-
presented by the Lahbor Party, and which
consists mainly of mining towns.

The Fon, S. J, Dellar: But not the same
type of mining towns, and you know it
very well

The Hon., G. €. MacKinnon: They are
still mining towns.

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: I must first
support this House before I can show my
agreement to the provision for two extra
seats.

In 1971 the people in the North Pro-
vince had a choice of six candidates for
two seats. One Lower North Province
member was elected at the general elec-
tion, and the other member for the same
province was elected at the exiraordinary
election.
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The Hon. S. J. Dellar: No, the North
Province.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Why don't you
say something original?

The Hon, W. R, WITHERS: Other
people may have spoken In this vein, but
I am speaking on this Bill for the first
time in this fashion and I think I have
the right to do so, because I am one of
the members concerned. The other mem-
ber who won the seat in the extraordinary
election was the Hon. Jack Hunt, who was
a Labor member, At the same time the
very same people elected a Liberal mem-
ber and that member was myself.

The Hon. R, Thompson: It was the
North Province; you said the Lower North
Province.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It was a slip of
the tongue.

The Hon. W, R. WITHERS: It must
have been a slip of the tongue snd I
apclogise.

The PRESIDENT: I am waiting for the
honourable member to conneet his remarks
to the Bill.

The Hon. W. R, WITHERS: I support
the Bill because it will give us another
two members in this House which is only
right because of the expansion of this
State. I conslder that at some future
time further members will he -elected
to this Chamber, because it is not logical
that the population of the State should
Increase without the numbers of members
of Parllament being increased to ensure
that the people are truly represented.
There are many ways of doing this. One is
to increase services which, in themselves,
are costly and the other is to increase the
number of members of Parliament. I think
this is necessary because of the expansion
of the metropolitan area.

The Hon. R. Thompson: What about
making the speech you made in 1972 and
fulfilling all the promises you made at
that time?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: Mecmbers
on the other side of the House have said,
without being interrupted by too many
intariections, that we put on little shows
accasionally by crossing the floor of the
House. To any member who makes such
a statement I would like to say that this
only tells a story about his own character,
Every time I have crossed the floor of the
house I have done so with conviction and
not for the sake of puiting on a show.
As members will reeall, when I was sitting
on the other side of the House, and the
Leader of the Opposition, when sitting on
this side, presented a RBill on greyhounds
I got publicity on the front page of the
newspapers, because not only did I cross
the floor of the House, but I opposed the
Liberal Party at the State conference
which, admittedly, caused a little stir.
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The PRESIDENT: Will the honourable
member please say something in connec-
tion with the Bill?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I certainly
will, Mr President. I think the Bill is
necessary. I think it is logical. I think
it is democratic, and I support it.

THE HON. I. C. TOZER (North) [8.03
p.am.]l: The Bill before us seceks to provide
for the election of four additional Legis-
lative Assembly members and two addi-
tional Legislative Council members. The
Hon, Lyla Elljott, in developing her argu-
ment to oppose the Bill, quite properly pre-
sented what she considers a reasonable
alternative. In fact, this Is the same argu-
ment used fairly consistently by the Oppo-
sition during the debate on the Electoral
Districts Act Amendment Bill the other
day.

The alternative advanced is to have a
Parliament with a single Chamber with
51 electorates. It is terribly important, of
course, that, somehow or other, we should
destroy this foolish concept. Argument put
forward in opposition to this Blll has
frequently referred to the Pllhara eleciorate.
The fact of the matter is that there are
about 11500 electors in the Pilbara
electorate and this is out of proportion
with the number of electors in the neigh-
bouring electorate.

The Hon. R. Thompson: And yet you
supported this gerrymander on a division.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: At the weekend
I was present at a meeting in Derby. It
proved to be most interesting, because in
attendance there were represeniatives
from Wyndham, Kununurra, Halls Creek,
Derby, Broome, and also a hnumber of
outlying areas. At that meeting I tried to
describe to those present the nonsense and
the arguments which had been put for-
ward in trylng to justify this so-called
ideal of one-vote-one-value,

The Hon. R. Thompson: Your descrip-
tion would have been as loaded as the Lib-
eral Party's Bill.

The Hon, J. C. TOZER: To those
present at that meeting I portrayed the
arguments put forward by the Opposition
as well as I was able. The reaction I re-
ceived was fairly violent, because they
wanted to ascertain what effect this would
have on them. PFirst of all, I pointed out
that there are about 4 100 electors in the
Eimterley electorate.

Miss Elllott has just described to us
what we were told last week when debat-
ing the Electoral Districts Act Amend-
ment Bill; that in the future she would like
to see electorates containing about 12 500
electors. The size of the Kimberley elector-
ate equals, roughly, the size of Victoria, In
making that comparison I am only refer-
ring to the settled part of the Kimberley
electorate. I would point out that there are
about 4 000 electors in that district. The
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nearest settlement in the Pilbara is sep-
arated by about 250 or 300 miles of desert.
It has been suggested we could take some
of the electors from the Pilbara electorate
and add them to the Kimherley electorate,
Can anyone think of a suggestion more
stupid than that, because I cannot? The
two electorates are separated by a great
geographical barrier. There is absolutely
no commiunity of interest between those
two areas. There is a great waterless
swathe of land between the Pllbara elec-
torate and the Kimberley electorate. Fur-
ther, the pastoral! industry based on the
Kimberley electorate has no affinity with
the mining industry of the Pllbara.

If such a suggestion were carried out,
what would we have left? We would have
about 4000 electors in the Pllhara elec-
torate and we would have to link them
with the people in the Gascoyne electorate
and the people in the Murchison-Eyre
electorate in toto and, in addition, we
would have to include half of the people in
the present Greenough electorate to make
up the total of 12 500 electors.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: To date
that is two seats.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: Yes, two seats.
In this one electoral district what we would
be doing would be to put the fishermen
from Dongara in the same electorate as the
ringer on Mt, Edgar Station near Marble
Bar in the Pllbara, or put fettlers fromn
Rawlinna in the same electorate as miners
from Panawonica, or any other mining
centre. There would be absolutely no
community of interest between the people
in these different areas who are situated in
entirely different geographical regions,
and it is quite ridiculous to suggest that
one member could adequately represent all
these people.

Agaln we would have the absolutely
stupid situation of an Industrial worker at
Port Hedland being attached to a cotton
farmer in Kununurra, This would be com-
pletely illogical.

The Hon, R. Thompson: There are fish-
ermen at Shark Bay-—

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. R. Thompsoen: —who are—

The PRESIDENT: Order please! I should
not have to call for order twice. The Leader
of the Opposition should know better than
to continue Interjecting.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: 1t is so illogical
to suggest that geographical considera-
tlons can be ignored and, in fact, that com-
munity of interests and many other fac-
tors should be ignored. We cannot base
our electoral houndaries on one factor—
numbers.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I is the num-
bers game in this House, though, is it
not?

The Hon, J. C. TOZER: Miss Lyla
Elllott also said that she knew of many
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commentators who critielsed the distri-
hutation of electoral districts in the State
of Western Australia. I can only suggest
that those commentators know as little
about the governing of a State which has
an area of one milllon square miles, as Miss
Elllott and other members of the Opposi-
tion do.

It disappointed me tremendously to hear
the disparaging comments made by the
Leader of the Opposition and by Mr Cooley
on the work done by members of the Leg-
islative Council and its value to the State.
The only satlsfactory feature ahout this
matter is that it makes me proud to have
known Mr Thompson, because he is one of
those four or five members who have pulled
their weight in the Legislative Council of
Western Australia,

Point of Order

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: On a point
of order, Mr President. I did not imply that
at any stage and I ask that those words be
withdrawn. I accused the Government
members of not pulllng thelr weight.

The PRESIDENT: What were the words
said to which you object?

The Hon, R, THOMPSON: That 1 was
one of four or five members who did
work in this House.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: I withdraw the
words, Mr President, if they give offence.

Debate Resumed

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: The fact of the
matter is that I have been under a com-
plete milsapprehension, obviously, and
it appears I have accepied a work load
which it is not really necessary for me to
carry. I find that I am busier now than
I have ever been in my life, and it worries
me considerably that I still have difficulty
keeping up with my work. Many actlvities
complement the work performed by the
two Legislative Assembly members whaose
electorates are contained in my province,
and I consider it desirable for both Mr
Bill Withers and myself to take over many
of the duties to which those two members
might find themselves committed.

I do not know why it works out this
way; that 1s, although I find myself so
busy and that, despite many long hours
of work and my inabllity to keep up to
my task, apparently some members of the
Legislative Council on the other side of the
House do not have this problem. Either
they are more efficient than I am or they
do not have the same amount of work that
I have. I believe that this task that T have
taken on will continue. I cannot see how
it will come to an end.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It will in another
five years.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: The question of
a bicameral system has entered into this
debate and it does worry me that there is
a deliberate misunderstanding of the func-
tions of this House. As avery member
knows, occasionally an election can be lost
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or won on some single highly emotive issue
that happens to be extremely relevant and
topical at the time, Such an emotive issue
can bring down a Government although, in
itself it might not be of great importance.
Nevertheless, it could be featured in large
headlines in the Press and, as a result,
could prove to be a critical issue at the
election.

Such an issue can bring changes in the
Legislative Assembly and thus effect a
change of Government, Therefare it is this
upper House that can temper a violent
swing that may occur by having half of
the House going cut at any one time and
the other half of the members retaining
thelr seats for another three years. Thus
there is a degree of common sense retained
in the total balance of the two Chambers.

For people to try to make capital of the
fact that the Legislative Counecil has had a
Liberal majority for 85 years and has been
elected In an improper manner is complete
rubbish. Only ten years have elapsed since
we introduced adult franchise for the Leg-
jslative Council and, as is well known, that
reform was introduced by a Liberal Gov-
ernment.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: They thought
they might get a complete majority.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: What an
absurd interjection!

The Hon, J. C. TOZER: As Mr Bill
Withers has pointed out, the same people
on the same electoral roll elect the mem-
bers of this House, and also elect members
of another place at the same time.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That is not a
truthful statement. They did not elect
them at the same time; half the members
of this House go out every three years.

The Hon, J. C. TOZER; Mr Heitman
made the comment, “Thank God we had a
Legislative Council in the time of the
Tonkin Government”. I can take that a
stage further and remember back to May
of 1974 when this natioen of Australia went
within an ace of having an ALP majority
in the Senate in Canberra. That would
have been a sad thing for Australia.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: It would
have been a disaster.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: We would have
found ourselves a socialist republic in the
life of this Parliament.

The PRESIDENT: Order! That matter
%as nothing to do with the Bill before the
ouse,

The Hon., J. C. TOZER: I apologise if
I infringed the rules of debate.

I support the Bill.

THE HON. GRACE VAUGHAN (South-
East Metropolitan) [8.16 p.m.]l; I rise to
oppose the Bill, not because of its intrinsic
content which appears innocuous enough
if taken in isolation, but when considered
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in conjunction with the Electoral Districts
Act Amendment Bill, it will result in a
further retreat for democracy and for
democratic elections.

Had Government members at all been
concentrating on what has been said by
members of the Opposition they would
at least have respect for some of the argu-
ments submitted. It seems to me, from the
number of interjections which have been
made by members opposite that one could
guote Shakespeare. The bhard said, “The
lady doth protest topo much, methinks", be-
cause guilty people always make a great
deal of noise when their reprehensible
conduet is thrown in their faces. Quite
often the giggles and loud remarks are an
indication of very real guilt,

I should not have to give members a
lesson in democracy and its history, but
perhaps just for the record I will, When
we are talking about increasing the
number of people in the State who rep-
resent voters we should surely expect that
as a result of more representatives we
would have a more equitable representa-
tion than exists at the moment. This is
not the case, however, because the situa-
tion is that we will have a worse repre-
sentation. Not only must we consider the
proposed balance between the country and
city representation, but also what can
heppen because of the increase in the
number of representatives and the way
in which this increace will he used.

I know that what I am about to say is
not exactly covered by the Bill, but Mr
President because of your tolersnce to
other speakers, I am surc that you appre-
ciate that this Bill and the electoral dis-
tricts Bill are inseparable, With the bound-
aries having been established by Parlia-
ment and not the electoral commissioners,
thus creating a gerrymandered area in the
city and the possibility of a greater mal-
apportionment, the magnitude of the
violation of democratic principles being
perpetuated by the twe Bills should be
evident to all including the members of the
Government.

By quoting some flgures, I wish to indi-
cate that what appears to he a magnani-
mous gesture in giving extra representa-
tives to the mefropolitan area is a fallacy.
The number of electors has been increased
within the metropolitan boundary which
has now been drawn by Parliament and
cah in future be drawn by Parliament in,
as I sald the other night, a most gerry-
mandered sort of way with narrow pas-
sages wandering off and gobbling up
country towns. The danger is not so much
in what the Bill does at present, or what
members in this House at this moment
may want, but in the way in which the
legislation in future, when it becomes an
Act, could be twisted. This is what the
members on the Government benches
should be thinking about.

I am quite disturbed about the cavalier
attitude members opposite display towards
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a matter which is so serious and which
people on this side of the House are at-
tempting o emphasise in order that the
electors may be made aware of the danger
to their demorratic rights.

Of course democracy is Government by
the people and the way in which this
is done in modern society is to ensure that
people have representation in the Parlia-
ment which is commensurate with them-
selves as people. People are people and
together they are numbers of people, not
areas of ground., As we pointed out when
speaking to the other Bill, the obvious dis-
advantages may be overcome, hut certainly
not by giving some electoral advantages to
people in certain areas. That is what
is happening. Because there are more
representatives from the country the value
of the vote is being altered and this is
to the disadvantage of the people in the
metropolitan area, to the people in West-
grgl 1Aust.ra,litat, and to the people in Aus-
ralia.

It has always worried me that we have
only one newspaper and one attitude sub-
mitted in this State, and I think it will go
down in history—

The PRESIDENT" Order! I must remind
the haonourable member—and she quite
obviously knows—that that has nothing to
do with the Bill which is designed to
amend the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act. I am wondering how many more times
it will be necessary to remind speakers of
the contents of the Bill.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I am
sorry, Mr President. It is a very difficult
matter to speak to a Bill which appears
to be innccuous encugh, but when taken
in conjunction with another assumes guite
frightening proportions. It disturbs me
that we cannot have some sort of a fight
for the democratic rights of the people
through the Press but, as usual, The West
Australian is doing nothing to highlight
this matter.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I asked the
honourable member to refrain from mak-
ing references not attached to the Bill, but
she deliberately continues to do so. May
I request you not to do that?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: Yes, Mr
President. This Bill proposes to alter the
Constitution and to violate it, in my opi-
nicn. It is an attempt to change the Con-
stitution in order to justify another Bill
and, to my mind, that 1s a very serious
matter indeed.

The words of Mr Ferry previously con-
cerning the House of Review being a safe-
guard against some sort of dictatorial
nower seem to be hollow in view of the
fact that we are now altering the Con-
stitution in a manner which is foreign to
the concept of Constitutions.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Not to the Con-
stitution Acts Amendment Act.
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The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: In this
State it can be done, but it should be done
in a serious vein,

I mentioned that I would quote some
figures to indicate that the provision of
extra members in this Parliament is not
an improvement on the old system. Under
the old boundary, with a 2 :1 ratio voting
power between the couniry and the city,
we had in the metropolitan area an aver-
age of 17600 electors with 9100 in the
agricultural, pastoral, and mining areas.
This will be altered, assuming we are right
in believing that some 30000 new electors
will be within the metropolitan boundary,
to 16100 in the city and 7900 in the
country. This ratio is no better than the
old one. The new ratio is something in
the vicinity of 27 : 13, which is about 2 : 1.
Consequently, a Bill to increase the num-
ber of members in the Legislative Assembly
will not give the metropolitan voters any
better representation. It will give more
representatives, but not better represen-
tation.

The same applies to the Legislative
Council where, under the old arrangement,
we have an average number of 81 000 elec-
tors in each province and the new aver-
age will he 72500. In the agricultural,
mining, and pastoral areas the cld average
is 27400 and the new one will be 23 700,
which is a ratio of about 3:1. There is
so little difference that we can say that
in effect the introduction of additional
members to both Houses will not make any
difference to the value of the vote in the
metropolitan area,

If we really wanted to bring about equity
in the representation we would have to
increase the number of seats in the metro-
politan area by 34 in the Legislative As-
sembly and by 31 in the Legislative
Council, which would mean that instead
of having six extra members we would
have to alter the Constitution Acts to pro-
vide for 65 more politicians. That is what
we would have to do if we were fair
dinkum about the representation.

Really what is being asked for here is
not more representation for the people. We
are being asked to provide more represen-
tation for area. If the members who have
spoken about the difficulty in country
seats are to be believed, then surely they
would not object to more representation
in the city bhecause, after all, the com-
munity of interests in regard to a fettler
at Bullamakanka or a fisherman at Shark
Bay really has nothing to do with geo-
graphy because we will find a qniversity
professor in one part of the province, and
a deserted wife in another struggling along
on welfare benefits, If we are to talk
about community of interest, that argu-
ment can be taken to ridiculous lengths
and made to appear very specious indeed.

I had to speak because I believe this is
a very important milestone in Western
Australian history. Once the Bill is passed
we will find we have created a monster
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and we will be sorry one day that we have

done so0 because we will not he here {o

control it. Someone else will make our

ggnges very ugly in the history of the
ate.

THE HON. G. E. MASTERS (Wesl)
[8.30 p.m.]: Mr President, I would like to
make a few remarks. I have been goaded
into doing so by the honourable member
for Trades Hall, whose speech could only
be called entertaining.

Point of Order

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Presi-
dent, I ask that those words be withdrawn.
I am the member for the North-East
Metropolitan Province. I am not here
representing Trades Hall. I think it is
quite improper for the member to make
that remark.

The PRESIDENT: Was the Hon. Gordon
Masters referring to Mr Cooley?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Yes, Mr
President. I withdraw the remark. I
might say it is about the first time the
honourable member has mentioned the
province he represents.

Debate Resumed

The Hon, G. E. MASTERS: The com-
ment was made that this House is a
rubber stamp. That is ridiculous, as has
been proved amply in the time I have been
in the House. A few days ago there was
an occasion when scme members of the
Liberal Party demonstrated their inde-
pendence by crossing the floor.

The Hon. D. W. Ceoley: That is a scab
vote. It was seb up,

The Hon. G. E, MASTERS: Regardless
of whether or not the honourable member
thinks it was set up, I was sincere in the
action I took. We have seen the members
of the Labor Party march backwards and
forwards, but in the time I have been in
this House I have never seen one of them
vote against his or her own party or sup-
port the Government.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: We are sup-
porting the community.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: On a num-
her of occasions costs have been mentioned.
In 1954 the Hawke Government tried to
increase the number of members of Par-
liament from 50 to 52 at a time when the
population was much smaller. At that
time members of the Labor Party were in
favour of an increase because it suited
them; this time it does not suit them,

The Leader of the Opposition said if this
House were phased out he would expect
to be able to gain a seat elsewhere. I
suggest if the Labor members voted this
House out of existence they could well
and truly expect to be given “cushy” seats
in another place as a reward for service,
which would result in increased costs
hecause membership in the other House
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would increase and I believe the costs
would be much greater.

I think all members would agree with
me that the more work one puts into the
job the more work is loaded onto one, so
the work load results from one’s own
efforts. If the honourable member does
not have the necessary work load, I sug-
gest seven times 12 hours is not enocugh
and he had hetter work 13 hours a day—
it might bring him a bit of luck.

The Hon., D. W. Cooley s always
attacking Liberal members for having
other jobs, but he has three jobs. He is
the secretary of the brewery workers'
union, a job he cannot be thrown out of
because it has been set up to suit him, and
that is a fact.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That is a lie.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I ask the
honourable member whether he can in fact
lose that job. He canngt and he knows
it. His second job is President of the
Trades and Labor Council—again a very
busy and high-ranking job, but we agree
he does it well. In addition, he is of
course a member of this House. On many
occasions we see his seat empty, and we
know why—because he is out on union
business.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You should not
be saying things like that because you are
opening up a whole fleld,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I disagree
with that.

Point of Order

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr President,
it is not true that my seat is vacant for
a large number of sittings, I dispute that
very hotly. I think I am in attendance
in this House for as many hours as most
members, and I ask the honourable mem-
ber to withdraw that remark,

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I withdraw
the remark.

Debate Resumed

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: The point
was made in another speech that members
of this House were not justifying their
existence. I believe they justify their
existence well and truly. If they were not
returned by those who cast their votes
obviously they would not have been justify-
ing their existence; but if they are return-
ed the people electing them are happy with
the work they are doing. The important
point we must bear in mind, regardless of
numbers, is that the people vote in
various areas, the mining, agricultural, and
city areas, and they must be happy with
their members or they would not return
them.

It is all very well for members of the
Opposition to set themselves up as martyrs;
if they were sincere they would boy-
cott the House. But they choose to stand
for seats in this House, and they are not
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likely to gain strength in this Chamber
while they maintain thelr present atti-
tude, I am amazed atf the disparaging re-
marks made by the Hon. R. Thompson
about the public understanding or intelli-
gence and the wasted voles. I am surprised
he is even able to talk about the people in
his own electorate in that manner.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I think you
must appreciate they have to make those
noises about abolishing the House for the
sake of the pariy voie. So be fair.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: The minister for
ideology in the lahour force has not read
the latest platform.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They have

to do this sort of thing and you must
accept it.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I appreciate
the commenis of the Minister. With his
tremendous background in this House and
his knowledge, his advice is very sound.
The Hon. V. J. Ferry pointed out that if
there were one House and the Labor Party
were In power, 51 per cent of the Labor
members could control this State, I think
that 1s a very fair and true comment.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That was in
Queensiand.

The Hon. G, E, MASTERS: I was goaded
into speaking by the remarks of the mem-
ber on my right. I support the Bill,

THE HON. 1. G. PRATT (Lower West)
[8.37 pm.]: I suppoert the Bill. The addl-
tlon of two Legislative Councillors and
four Legislative Assembly members to the
metropolitan area does in fact give the
metropolitan area greater proportional
representation in relation to the present
situation. It also gives the Australian
Labor Party the opportunity to increase
its representation in both Houses.

6 The Hon. R. Thompson: It probably will,
00.

The Hon. 1. G. PRATT: If members
of the Labor Party work hard enough,
they wiil have a chance to increase thelr
representation.

The Interesting aspect of tonight’s de-
bate is the attempt by the Opposition to
denigrate this House In its activities and
operation as & House of Review. Very
often In debates we hear them criticise
the House.

The Hon. R. F. Claughfon: Surely to
criticise members of the Liberal Party is
not to denigrate the House. The fwo
things are not identical.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Mr Caooley
did, I was looking up Standing Order 82
while he was speaking.

The PRESIDENT: Order, please!
Hon. Mr. Pratt.

The Hon. I. &G. PRATT: If the honour-
able member has finlshed his speech, 1
will continue,

The
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The Hon. R. Thompson: You stopped.
We were trying to fill in.

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: I am heing fair.
I am sure members of the Opposition want
to hear me speak because on a couple of
occasions they invited me to do so.

The Hon, R. Thompson: You are usually
onhe of the silent majority, so it is a change
to hear you,

The PRESIDENT: Order! There are
far too many interjections in this debate,

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: In thelr oppo-
sition to an increase in the numbers in
this House, members opposite have en-
deavoured to put forward a case that the
House does not act as a House of Review,
a function It has always had and, I hope,
always will have.

The Hon. R. Thompson:
practised?

The Hon. I. G. PRATT; In ah endeavour
10 prove this unprovable case, they have
made reference to the occaslon last week
when three members on this side of the
House crossed the floor on a matier which
they felt was Important.

The Hon. R. Thompson: When your own
Minister said you were ludicrous.

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: When the Hon.
Ron Thompson takes members of his party
to task in the manner that I took the
Minister handling this Bill to task, I will
take off my hat to him. TUntil then I
suggest he take note of the Australian
adage, “Put up or shut up.”

The Hon. R. Thompson: We have
ratlonal members on this slde of the
House.

The PRESIDENT: I wish those members
would stop Interjecting for a while.

The Hon, I, G. PRATT: To suggest
that was a facade is to cast a reflection
on the integrity and character of the three
members who did cross the House. I take
exception to it. It was not a facade; it
was a matter which we considered to be
worth while and important,

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: What has
this to do with the Bill?

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: The Hon. Grace
Vaughan is having difficulty in following
it. Had she followed her side of the
House in its attack on the Bill, she would
know I am talking about some of the
matters they mentioned. Perhaps she
could have interjected that they were
not speaking to the Bill. I am speaking
to the Bill, I am referring to the fact
that this House should be enlarged, and
I am referring to the Opposition’s argu-
ment against its being enlarged.

The Hon. Don Cooley In fact said that
the point on which three members on
this side of the House crossed the floor—
and proved that this is a House of Review

When 1Is it
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and that we are prepared to vote against
our party as our consciences dictate—was
a small, unimportant, and insignificant
matter. To us it was important. I gathered
the impressicn that Miss Elliott thought it
was important, She appeared to be taking
the matter very seriously, and I am abso-
lutely disgusted to find that in his en-
deavour to pursue this line the Hon. Don
Cooley quoted from a private conversation
I had with Miss Elliott when I expressed
a personal view to her outside of the de-
bate which took place in this House. I
would have thought he would show more
respect for a member of his own party. 1
:ll:il sure I would not have done the same
neg.

The Hon, . C. MacKinnon: When Mr
Stubbs crossed the floor on one ocecasion
and voied with me, they thought it was a
dreadful? thing for him to do.

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: I hold Miss
Elliott in very high esteem. I do not always
agree with her but I respect her for her
opinions. This building up of an attitude,
trying to prove this is not & House of
Review, is part of the attack which we
continually hear from the Opposition. The
cold, hard fact is that members of the
Opposition do not want it to be 2 House
of Review, and as soon as it acts as one
they do everything to denigrate the mem-
bers who act according to their con-
science. Tonight we heard Mr Cooley refer
to a person who voted according to his
consclence as a scab. If we wanted anything
to show clearly the attitude of the Opposi-
tion to members of this House and mem-
bers who vote according to their con-
science, we got it then, and we got it very,
very clearly.

This is 2 House of Review. Its activities
will be enhanced by the addition of two
extra members, who may belong to the
Liberal, Labor, or some other party. They
will be metropolitan seats. If they are
members from the Opposition party, I hope
they will use this free vote and right of
review we hear the Opposition speak about
so often and claim we do not possess. If for
the good of the people to be represented
the seats are won by members representing
what the Hon. Don Cooley refers to as “the
same {1k as the Liberals”, I am sure the
House will continue as s House of Review
and carry out its proper function.

THE HON, D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan) [8.45 p.m.]: I oppose the Bill be-
cause it is the policy of my party to
abolish this House. I do not want to reflect
on individual members—I do not oppose
membhers as such in this Chamber—but we
have always made our position clear that
our policy is to abollsh the Legislative
Council; and, more recently, we have
amended that policy to say, perhaps, we
could look to some moderation of this
House. It would not be quite falr or true
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to my party—and I certainly would not
be quite fair to the members of this Cham-
ber—if I remained seated.

Let me say at the outset—and I have
said this on a number of previous occa-
sions, and I will continue to say so, because
I believe it to be true—that this is not a
House of Review. However, I belleve that
if it were constituted properly it could
serve g very useful function in the difficult
times which are building up around us,
and which will continue to build up around
us.

Because of those views I cannot agree
with the provisions of the Constitution
Acts Amendment Bill which seeks to in-
crease by a further two the number of
members in this House.

I cannot agree with this for a number
of reasons, some of which have already
been enumerated. For example I cannot
agree to this on the basis of representa-
tion; I cannot agree to it on the basis of
cost; and I cannot agree to it on the argu-
ment put forward that somehow or cother
it will make this Chamber work more
effectively; because all these things are
just not true.

The whole basis of this Bill, and the
measure which is complementary to it, is
not to enhance the prospects of the Labor
Party. I recall a member on that side of
the House saying on one occasion—and
I agreed with him—that it was not the
function of any Government to introduce
into Parliament measures to make it easier
for the Opposition to get into Government,
Surely that is one of the first funda-
mentals of Australian politics.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: Of world
politics.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Not particularly;
I think the Minister should read more
political history, because events change
very quickiy. If we are to have a House of
Review, then this Chamber should be
elected undoubtedly by proportionate rep-
resentation. That would be a fair and
proper way to elect an upper House which
would really be a House of Review; and
South Australia is proceeding very swiftly
to this situation.

It is history and legend that unfortun-
ately conservative parties all over the
world hasten thelr own demise, They have
never learnt from history. 1 have heard
people say tonight, “Look at the House of
Lords.” Well, let us have a look at ihe
House of Lords. I am fully au fait with
the manner in which the House of Lords is
elected; and I know enough ahout history
to know that the House of Lords was the
Government. I am also aware that the
House of Lords was in that happy situation
for practically centuries; but when the
change came 1t was rapid and dramatiec.

This Chamber has only been in existence
for 60 or T0 years.

The Hon. J. Heltman: It was the only
Chamber.
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The Hon. D. K, DANS: That is the way
Governments grew up in the early days of
settlement, and no-one will deny that. 1
am sorry that in speaking In opposition to
this Bill I did not bring with me some of
the history and sayings connected with
John Forrest when he argued vehemently
against inserting in the then Constitution
of this House provisions for breaking a
deadlock. I also have some of the verses
and jingles that were written by the wags
In the colony at the time. Unfortunately,
however, I left these at home, John For-
rest saw, into the future and he made sure
of the position. If we are to use the
terrible word gerrymander, we should lock
at the activities of John Forrest in those
early days when we find that a measure
was introduced to provide a safe seat for
one Alexander Forrest in an electorate with
only 84 electors on the roll

That, of course, is history, and that s
how history proceeds. Those things are
behind us and nobody would today think
of deing anything like that. The fact re-
malins, however, that we are iiving in a
moment of history; people are belng made
aware of upper Houses and are taking
more interest in them, because of the ac-
tivity or inactivity taking place in Can-
herra.

This trend can be seen when one reads
the national papers, including our own
Press. I have recently had necd to read a
letter to The Age in Melbourne written by
the late Sir Isaac Isaacs, who was Gov-
ernor-General of Australia at one time
and who was a man of some legal stand-
ing. As T have sald, it could be seen from
the expressions of opinion in the national
Press the dangerous situation Into which
we are steering the country; and people
of all political colours are getting worried
about the role of the upper Houses in
Australia,

I know very well that this Bill will be
carrled. I know that on the surface it looks
all right and—while I cannot look Into &
crystal ball—I know things will continue
as they have done previously. It will make
no difference to the members of this Cham-
ber and it will not alter one bhit the coh-
sideration of leglslation, because there will
always be that brutal majority.

The Hon. V. J, Ferry: You could win
other seats. Are vou despairing?

The Hon. D, K. DANS: 1 am always
very happy for the assistance given by Mr
Ferry, no matter how misdirected his com-
ments might he. Of course we may win
other seats; but he will not suggest to me
—because I know he is an intelligent pers-
on—that there are & whole number of
seats which we could win even if we had
the Angel Gabriel and others campalgning
on our slde.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: I understand the
Angel Gabriel is very discerning.

The Hon. D, K. DANS: Even if we had
him on our slde, and even though the pro-
visions of the Bill seek to create another
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two seats in the upper House, it still would
not be possible for us to galn a majority in
this Chamber.

The Government has not come forward
with the Bill to secure the Constitution;
even though some of the previous speakers
have tried to indicate that it has.

One of the disappointments of Austra-
lian politics is that the same parties have
been in power too long in various parts
of Australia. There is an awareness
among the people that Governments are
not leading them but are tending to mis-
lead them. When I use the term “Gov-
ernments”, I must confess that people do
not discern between Government members
and Opposition members; to them they
are all political representatives—not poll-
ticians, because I dislike that term—and
there is a tendency amongst people to
denigrate members of Parliament.

There is a role for the upper House at
a time when it is becoming increasingly
possible for extreme groups of either the
right or the left to get into a position of
authority and power.

These upper House Chambers, however,
must have a fair representation. As the
Hon. Grace Vaughan has said, we con-
tinue to fall into the trap—indeed we
design the trap—to try to represent areas
rather than give representation to people
in those areas. The two things, of course,
are widely separated, but there are situa-
tions in which representation could be
given.

I do not think the Bill does a single
thing. It does not enhance the standing
of the Chamber, at least not in my
opinion—and that is only my opinion. If
the Bill had provided for four, 10, or 30
extra seats for this Chamber it would not
have meant a thing, because of the present
constitutional situation in this House.

I am against the concept of this Cham-
ber and against the concept of this Bill.
Let me make myself perfectly clear, I am
not against the members who sit here, but
against the total concept and against the
way in which this House conducts its busi-
ness. I am also against the manner in
which its representatives are elected.

I said earlier in another debate that one
of the unfortunate experiences of an exer-
cise like this is that the Bill creates areas
that make it fairly easy for representatives
of one or another political party to get
into an almost unassailable position and,
if I may use the term, It increases the
numbers of old party hacks and old party
faithfuls, and encourages lazy and incom-
petent people to become entrenched in
certain areas.

For those reasons and, as I have sald,
because of my party's attitude—which I
do not disguise—I am opposed to the Bill.
All it does is to wish on the people of
Western Australla a further two members
—with whom we could quite easily do
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without—in the upper House chamber;
and that 15 all I am talking about at this
stage.

The Hon. R. Thompson: And whom we
can ill afford.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: And whom
we can ill afford. When the changes
do come they will be dramatic and
sudden, because I think we, in Aus-
tralia, are on the verge of a great revela-
tion as people are starting to become
politically alert.

I have said this before—and it tickled
my ego—that people from what I con-
sider to be a blue ribbon district have
written to me and addressed me as “Dear
Senator Dans.” When I have explained
to them that I am not a Senator, but a
member of the upper House in Western
Australia they ask me “What is that."”

This situation may mnot obtain in
country areas, because I am still con-
vinced that the people in the rural areas
probably have greater accessibility to their
member of Parliament than have those in
the metropolitan area, where there are
many thousands in the electorate and who
—because of the diversity of their work
angd the things they have to do—do not get
many opportunities to contact thelr mem-
bers,

I do not wish to continue speaking much
longer, because the Hon. Grace Vaughan
and other Labor members have given pre-
cise reasons for our opposition to the Bill.
Given a different set of circumstances this
Chamber could be elected in a different
manner to serve a useful purpose, if not
now, then certainly in the future.

Conservative parties have consistently
made the tragic mistake of thinking that
changes do not take place; that history
rolls along slowly, History is like every-
thing else; it rolls slowly, gathers speed,
and slows down again.

I do not want to sound gloomy or morbid
but there are problems we will have o
face up to no matter which political party
forms the Government, and in thoss cir-
cumstances we may have to review legis-
lation here whether we want to or not.
We may be forced to have a look at the
situation regardless of our political philo-
sophies or how we form them,

Pegple now are Ilogking forward to
leadership with the morbid thought that
there is more interest today in misleading
people than in leading them. I cannot
go along with a proposal that we should
go to the people and say, “We are going
to make things better for you by creating
more members of Parliament.”” I do not
care whether the Labor Party wins the
new seats; I do not care which party wins
them. We are opposed to putting more
people on the State payroll without the
Government providing any indication of
what benefits will flow to the people they
will represent, or to the State as a whole.
For those reasons, I oppose the Bill,
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THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [9.01 p.m.l: Having so
strongly opposed the Electoral Districts
Act Amendment Bill, I would be incon-
sistent 1f I did not also oppose this legisla-
tion. Our reasons for opposing this Bill
are the same as for opposing the previous
legislation. One reason which had not been
given previously was just mentioned by
Mr Dans. What contribution will two
further members in this Chamber make
to the working of govermment in this
State? I believe that question would he
extremely difficult to answer, There Is
no doubt that two agdditional members in
this Chamber and four additional mem-
bers in the Legislative Assembly would
add greatly to the financial burden of
goi.'eréqment because of the extra cost in-
volved.

On that same theme, I should also em-
phasise that even If it meant there would
be two additional Labor members in this
Chamber, we would oppose this measure,
despite the fact that it would result in
a more even sharing of the work load on
this side of the House, where we have
only nine members of the Labor Party to
deal with all matters which come before
this House.

I can assure members opposite that a
falrly heavy burden is thrown on mem-
bers of my party, because no proposal can
become law until it has passed through
hoth Chambers of this Parliament. The
Labor members, being responsible in their
approach to their task in this Parlia-
ment, closely examine all legislation com-
ing before this Chamber,

I ihipnk all members would be aware
that a number of amendments are on the
notice paper to one of the Bills for which
I have been given responsibility. If I were
not doing my job properly, those amend-
ments would not be there, In fact, they
were not suggested by members of my
party in the other House. I do not blame
them for that: it s just that further
examination showed that the matters I
raised should be considered by the Par-
liament.

In opposing this legislation on the
grounds that we do not believe an increase
in the number of members of Parliament
is necessary, and would impose a further
burden on the Government at a time when
it is saylng its burdens already are too
great, and that we do not believe there is
a necessity for this Chamber to be in
existence, it does not mean that members
of the Labor Party do not approach in a
responsible way the duties imposed upon
them. TFor that reason, I would discount
some of the accusations and remarks
}aevellecl at my colleagues during this de-

ate.

It is quite apparent, however, that the
great majority of what is said and done
in this Chamber is mere repetition of what
has already been said and done in the
Legislative Assembly. Those are the



3238

principal grounds upon which we say this
Chamber is redundant and an unnecessary
financial burden on the people of this
State.

The Hon, V. J. Ferry: Some members’
speeches are repetitious, too.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I have
no doubt that this was the case when Mr
Ferry was speaking. However, I do not
helieve any of the remarks I have made so
far have been made by any cother mem-
ber to whom I have listened.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: They sound
awfully familiar.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The Bill
itself proposes to Increase the Legislative
Council representation by two, and the
Assembly by four. I do not want to travel
the same ground I covered when speaking
to the Electoral Districts Aet Amendment
Bill, However, it is relevant to say to the
Government that there Is no need to in-
crease the number of members in this
Chamber In order to ensure a fair and
reasonable distribution between rural and
. metropolitan representation.

I have proposed that a province should
be made up of four Assembly districts.
By that sort of arrangement, we
could leave the numbers in this
Chamber exactly as they are, and achieve
the same sort of ratio of 24 agricultural
members to 27 metropelitan members
which exisis in the Legislatlve Assembly,
at the same time also acheilve a similar
balance within this Chamber.

As I said during the previous debate, if
the Government considers that ratio of
representation as between the agricultural
and metropolitan districts is a falr, rea-
sonable and just distribution of represen-
tation for the Legislative Assembly, surely
the same could be sald of the representa-
tion in this Chamber. In those terms, we
can say ohly that the proposals contained
in this Bill are unfalr and unjust and—
eve? on the Government's terms—undemo-
cratic.

Despite all that has been said by Gov-
ernment supporters in defence of this pro-
posal. no attempt has been made to justify
the Government’s action; of course, it is
unjustifiable,. The Government cannot
say that in the case of the Legislative
Assernbly it should have a ratio of 27
metropolitan members to 24 agricultural
members, and then not apply the same
sort of ratio to the Legislative Council.

Government supporters, in their attempts
to rationalise the requirements placed
upon them by their party to vote for this
Bill have levelled accusations at members
of the Labor Party and have raised the
most extraneous side issues which could
not be related to the subject matter of this
Bill. I do not want to go into the speeches
of Mr Pratt and Mr Masters,
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The Hon. I. G. Pratt: I spoke only about
matters your colleagues raised. How is
that extraneous?

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That is all you
are capable of.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: I did not notice
you doing too well when you spoke.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Mr
Masters was asked several times to keep
to the subject matter of the Bill.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I
ask the honourable member to stick to the
Bill instead of criticising other speakers,

The Hon. R. F, CLAUGHTON: I have
been attempting to refute and reply to
matters so far raised in debate.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is all
Government supporters have done—criticise
what we have said. No member opposite
has spocken about the Bill.

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON: I would
hope to be allowed as much latitude as
other members, but I am not seeking to
have the same right,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
When I ask the honourable member to do
something he should not argue with me.
He should obey the rules of debate in
this place.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: That is
quite right, Mr Deputy President; I think
that is a good rule for members to follow.
If a ruling is made In relation to any
remarks I may make, I would contest that
ruling in the proper sort of way.

Government members have attempted
to rationalise the requirement placed on
them by their party to vote for this Bill
by making attacks upon members of the
Labor Party on matters which are quite
extraneous to this legislation. That in
itself is a condemnation not only of thelr
attitude but also of the Government's
attitude in bringing this sort of proposi-
tion bhefore us.

Even if we compared it with the exist-
ing legislation, this amendment to the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act Is a step
backward in time. The existing electoral
laws provide that a quota shall be applied
to the metropolitan voter as compared with
the agricultural, pastoral, and mining
voter. This sort of reasoning is quite unfair
and unjust but at least it had a greater
fairness about it than the proposal with
which we are now dealing, hecause from
now on the number of metropolitan mem-
bers will be fixed. It cannot be increased
beyond 27 members without a further
amendment to the Act. If the Government
had leit the Electoral Distriets Aet and the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act as they
were, the increase in population of the
metropolitan area automatically would
have been reflected in an increasing num-
ber of members of Parliament, However,
even that slight measure of falrness is to
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be removed. I think the Government
stands condemned for the action it is
taking.

Already a loading in favour of country
electors is provided in the country repre-
sentation, and this takes the form of
fewer Assembly seats. If we say that a
country electaral district contains 7000 to
8 000 electors, and g metropolitan electoral
district contains 17 000 to 18 000 electors,
we clearly see that weighting of votes In
favour of the country already exists.

If it is determined that each Council
province will comprise four Assembly dis-
tricts, then the desire by the Government
parties not only to have the heads but
also the hectares represented will be satis-
fled,

If we take into account the figures which
were presented by Mrs Vaughan in this
debate that there are some 7000 electors
in a country electoral district, then four
electoral districts comprising an electoral
province would represent 28 000 electors
in the country. She indicated that a
metropolitan electoral district contains
about 17000 electors, and four metropoll-
tan electoral districts would represent
68 000 electors in a metropolitan province.

I assume that would take care of the
proposition put forward by Government
members that some conslderation should
be given not only to the number of electors,
but also to the area involved. However,
that is not what the Government is pro-
posing in the Bill

The Government is saying that not only
will metropolitan electors be disadvantaged
by each metropolitan electoral district
having two to three times the number of
electors of a country electoral district, but
that in the case of a metropolitan province
the number of electors will be up to four
times the number of electors in a country
province.

A country province embraces three As-
sembly electoral districts, representing
roughly 25000 clectors. In the case of
the metropolitan area a province could
embrace five Assembly electoral districts,
representing 70 000 to 80 000 electors. That
is the sort of electoral justice which this
Government believes should be metcd out
to the people of the metropolitan area. To
a large extent they are to be discounted,
as compared with the country electors. I
do not think the people in my electorate
would agree with the attitude of the Gov-
ernment.

On those grounds I very strongly oppose
the Bill. It provides not only for an in-
creased number of members in the As-
sembly and the Council, but also for a sys-
tem under which the seats will be decided.
While in the adjustment of boundaries the
country electorates will be almost undis-
turbed, there will be tremendous upheaval
in the metronolitan electorates. Again that
compounds the injustice invelved in the
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weighting of votes against the mefro-
politan electors.

In the proposed redistribution we find
that members representing metropolitan
seats are placed in a very difficult situa-
tion. Until the Boundaries Commission
presents its recommendations next year
we will have no ides where the bound-
aries of the metropolitan electorates will
be set, or in which areas we should be
exerting our efforts,

For instance, my province contains ahout
90 000 electors, and it comprises five As-
sembly electoral districts, TUnder the re-
distribution will it continue to embrace
five electora]l districts, or will it embrace
only four? I cannot forecast the outcome.

Furthermore, under the changed bound-
aries will my province embrace Sorrento
and new districts such as Whitfords,
Koondoola, and others? Will the districts
of Yokine and Inglewocod be included?

The Hon, D. J. Wordsworth: You should
not, allow your personal views to interfere
with the Bill,

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: 1 would
be quite irresponsible if I were not con-
cerned with these matters. The honour-
able member might feel quite comfortable,
hecause his seat would be undisturbed.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: How do you
know?

The Hon, R. F. CLAUGHTON: The hon-
ourable member's seat will also be un-
disturbed, and he might lose some of the
Labor voters.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: That is rubbish.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The hon-
ourable member should look at the figures
for the last election,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You have not
been around the area; you have merely
looked at the map.

The Hon, R. F. CLAUGHTON: I suggest
I had been around that electorate before
the honourable member came to this
country.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I suggest you
did that with your eyes closed.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The hon-
ourable member can feel quile comfort-
able, because his seat will be made safer
for him., I do not expect him to become
upset. The Government should explain
the position of the metropolitan province
which I represent. I will not know the
boundaries before the recommendations
are presented next year, and at that time
we will be getting close to the next State
election. I do no{ know what changes
will be made or how great the changes
are likely to be until the recomm=ndations
are presented. After they are presented
I will have a fortnight in which to make
a decision on which seat to apply for.
These are matters reiated to the Bill.

The PRESIDENT: I beg to differ. The
matters you are referring {o relate to the
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Electoral Districts Act Amendment Bill.
We are now dealing with the Constitution
Acts Amendment Bill. I am telling you
thialt you are a long way irom the latter
Bill.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I would
;—;fe:; you to clause 4 of the Bill, Mr Pres-
ident.

The PRESIDENT: I have been waiting
for you to do that,

The Hon. R. F, CLAUGHTON: What 1
am talking about relates to the pravisions
in that case, This is a matter of concern
not only to me, but to other members re-
presenting metropolitan provinces, The
provision in clause 4 (4) states that where
a province under the redistribution is made
up of 60 per cent or more of the voters
in an existing province, the existing mem-
her has the right to make application ior
that seat. The commissioners are respon-
sible for allocating the seat to that mem-
ber. This affects a province such as mine
with a large number of electors. It is af-
fected greatly by the inclusion cof new
electors at Wanneroo.

There could be several of the new pro-
vinces which contain 50 per cent or more
of the existing voters of other provinces.
After the recommendations are made I
have only a fortnight in which to decide
which province I should apply for.

Under a provision in clause 4 at page
€ of the Bill, & member may make applica-
tion for more than one seat, but the
allocation is decided by a draw. I would
he making application for two seats,
realising one of them is preferable to the
other; but in order to protect myself from
other applicants I could find myself in
this sort of situation. What I have said
applies not only to myself, but to all mem-
bers representing metropolitan pravinces.

The Hon. D, J. Wordsworth: You do not
think I would apply for cne of those seats?

The Hon. R. F, CLAUGHTON: If the
honourable member has read the Bill he
would know that his question is nonsen-
sieal. T presume he has read the Bill, and
that his remark 1s facetious.

That outlines the sort of problems which
metropolitan members face. I am not sur-
prised to see smug looks on the faces of
members representing agricultural seats.
They have a right to be satisfied with the
situation, but it Is hardly just or demo-
cratic to metropolitan members. Nothing
that members of the Government parties
have said has justified what the Govern-
ment is propasing.

What is laid down in the Act and in the
conventions that go along with parlia-
mentary democracy makes the system
workable. One of the basic principles to
make it work is that the electorates should
comrrise as nearly as possible an equal
number of electors. Mr Ferry is not in
his seat, but he has made reference to the
rarty system.

{COUNCIL.]

The Hon. V. J, Ferry: 1 was not far
away.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Yes, I
acknowledge that Mr Ferry; the system as
it applied to the Labor Pariy. Of course,
the sort of thing which he was referring to
applies generally to the two-party system
of Government which is part of the West-
minster system. That 1s what we all at
least give token adherence to. However,
measures such as this do not demonstrate
any intention that this Governments sup-
port that system,

A two-party system of Government will
work only if the members within each
party support the proposals which they
collectively put forward. If members
defect then instability is created in Gov-
ernment and the system breaks down. So,
while Mr Ferry might make a great deal
of noise about the way the system operates
within the Labor Party it is, in fact, a
system which operates within all parties
which practise the Westminster system of
parllamentary Government. I think if
the honourable member were to be sin-
cere he would acknowledge what I have
sald, and that is applies also within the
Liberal Party in this State. We have
observed it operating here, time after time,
when divisions have taken place in this
Chamber,

I will develop some of these themes fur-
ther while debating the clauses during the
Committee stage. I now indicate my op-
position to the proposals.

THE HON. D. J, WORDSWORTH
{(South) [9.32 pm.]l: I think we on this
side of the House can be excused for not
being quite sure what those in Opposition
wish to achieve from this debate, We
do not know whether or not they want
two extra members in this Chamber.

Tie debate seems to have hinged on
whether we should have a Legislative
Council at all. A lot has been said about
this House being a House of Review, but
nothing has been said about the fact that
this House contributes to the Cabinet sys-
tem of Government. Indeed, this House
has traditinnally supplied three Ministers
for the Cabinet. At the moment it
could almost be said that we supply 3%
Ministers for Cabinet, because we have an
Honorary Minister,

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: You are being
very unfair to him.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH : I think
the system of this House providing three
Ministers for Cabinet applies whichever
party is in Government which demon-
strates that this House has played a great
part in the government of this State.

Many people believe that the Parlia-
ment governs the country whereas, in ac-
tual fact. it would be more correct to say
that Parllament changes and introduces
new laws but Cabinet actually governs the
country. Electors often refer to me as
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being in Government and I have to ex-
plain that I am not in Government, I
simply happen to belong to the party which
is in Government.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I do not think
it will be very long before they wake up.

The Hon., R. Thompson: It must be an
embarrassment to you,

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
sure the Leader of the Opposition would
agree that we have supplied some very
important Ministers from this Chamber.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: You have heard
my view on Ministers sitting in this
Chamber.

The Hon. D. J,. WORDSWORTH: If the
Premier had to choose his full Cabinet
from the members of the Legislative As-
sembly he could find himself in difficulty.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The Labor
Party would have no trouble at all.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: This
House supplies one Cabinet Minister from
each six members, so the percentage of
selection from this Chamber is fa‘rly hgh.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Fortunately.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
selectlion ratio in the Legislative As-
sembly 1s down to about one in three,
Such a situation makes it difficult for a
Premier to select a Cabinet bzcauss there
is always a number of new members, and
some of the older members do not wish
to take on the arduous task of being a
Minister. The Leader of the Opposition
pointed out that some people are not
capable of beinz Ministers but that, of
course, applies whichever party is in power.
So, it is very Important for the Cabinet
to be selected from as many people as
possible.

The Hon. R. Tnompson: I am pleased
you are developing this theme because it
has nothing to do with the dehate before
the House.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH; We
are debating whether the number of mem-
bers of this Parliament should be in-
ereagsed. I have pointed out that this
House plays a very important part in
forming a Cabinet.

The Leader of the Opposition debated
the matter of the cost to the people of
maintaining this Chamber. I believe the
number of members would have to be in-
creased whether they be in the Legislative
Assembly or the Legislative Councll. Prob-
ably the only additional expense in main-
taining this Chamber would be involved in
having a few extra officers to handle our
work, and the expense involved in ¢leaning
and lghting. The cost would not be $1
million: it would probably be well below
$100 000.

The argument was also raised that we
members of the Legislative Council could
pass our duties on to members of the
Leglslative Assembly, When I came to
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this place my province included one Labor
Party Legislative Assembly member and
two Country Party Legislative Assembly
members and I do not think those gentle-
men would have appreciated having to do
my parliamentary duties for me.

The Hon. R. Thompsan: Do You have
any work to do?

The Hon, D. J. WORDSWORTH: It has
been said that Legislative Councillors have
no work to de. I gnly wish I had more time
available. Indeed, I presented my diary to
the Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Tribunal eutlining exactly what I did when
I was not working In this Chamber.

b 'I“Jhe Hon, 8. J. Dellar: Can't you remem-
er?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: My
diary showed that in a period of three
mcenths prior to and after this day of sit-
ting I will have spent 12 days in my home,

The Hon., D. K. Dans: I do not think
we have to convinece each other of how
hard we work.

Th2 Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
convinced that a member of this House is
fully cccupied. The idea that the few
farmers on this side of the House ecould
spend some timz farming is wishful think-
ing. I wish I could devote some time to
such matters.

I support the Bill. We have heard many
arguments regarding the amount of work
which country members have to do com-~
pared with the work done by metropolitan
members. It has been proved that we have
a need for an additional two country meme-
bers rather than an additional two metro-
politan members in the Legislative Council.
If T had my personal choice, I would rather
retain the present proportion. However,
I am willing to support the proposal
that this House should have an addl ional
two representatives without any increase in
country members at all.

THE HON. N, M¢NEILL {(Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [9.40 p.m.]: I must
confess I am not greatly supplied with ob-
servations and notes on the matters which
have been raised during the course of this
debate., In fact as you, Mr President,
have had occasion to abserve, members
have discussed subjects other than those
specifically dealt with by this Bill. There-
fore, even that in itself has placed some
limitation on the matters and subjects
which I would necessarily see it my duty
to comment on in reply.

I think we ought to go back—as you
have reminded members on many occa-
sions—to the Bill and what it proposes
to do. Members of this House ought to
be aware—and I am sure they are—of its
parficular functions and what it is hoped
to achieve.

Putting the Blll into three categories
it will, firstly, provide for one addi-
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tional province represented by two addi-
tional members, and the machinery by
which those two members will be elected or
appointed as the case may be.

Secondly, the measure provides for an
increase from 51 to 55 in the number of
members to represent Assembly electoral
districts. Thirdly, the Bill sets out the
machinery by which that will be done, A
little difficulty arises because of the num-
ber of metropoliten province members to be
elected inasmuch as there will not be just
15 positions to be fllled at the next elec-
tion, but 16 positions. Certain procedures
have to be adopted and no doubt those
procedures will come in for comment dur-
ing the Committee stage.

That, in essence, is the purpose of this
amending Bill. I can accept the reasons
for the arguments put forward by the
Leader of the Opposition and those who
support him in contesting the Bill, They
claim they do not like it. They go fur-
ther and say it is unnecessary because of
the added expense, They say it is un-
necessary to have an additional two mem-
bers and that it would be far preferable
to abolish the whole Legislative Council.

What they have put forward happens to
be their point of view, If that 15 the view
they wish to maintain I am certainly not
going to take time to contest it. I disagree
with 1t. I would not have ilutroduced a
Bill of this nature if, in fact, I subscribed
to the philosophy expressed by members
of the Opposition during this debate.

Members opposite have not always had
that point of view in terms of complete
political realism. Had the measure been
introduced in different circumstances the
position may have been politically more
advantageous to the Labor Party and they
would have regarded the proposal a little
more kindly. It has been said that the
proposal by the Government to provide for
two additional Legislative Council mem-
bers and four additional Legislative As-
sembly members will enhance the prospects
of the present Government.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I never sald
that.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Perhaps the
Leader of the Opposition did not say it,
but I think he will agree with the opinion,
I maintain the point that the belief I
have mentioned has been advanced in the
course of this debate.

I am sure that members of the Opposl-
tion, in this Chamber, who have been
here for a long time would appreciate that
to he complacent in an attitude such as
that is nothing but a forerunner to
disaster for them. There is not a member
who can be absolutely confident about his
seat. Some may be in the happy position of
being a little more confident than others,
but no-one can be supremely confident of
retaining his seat at the next or any
election.

The Hon. D. E. Dans: How ¢ruel
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The Hon, N, McNEILL: We ought to
bear this in mind, and I have it in mind
myself as I am the Minister responsible
for this legislation. I, as well as the Gov-
ernment{ collectively, may be cousidered in
certaln quariers as doing something dast-
ardly by introducing a Bill of this sort.
However, if I may proceed along that line,
and as Mr Dans sajd, we find that the Lib-
eral-Country Party Government is not in
power after the next election, 1 will receive
gy fair share of abuse from certain quar-

rs.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Unjustiy, I would
58y,

The Hon, N, McNEILL: That is the
name of the game. It Is incorrect to make
presumptions about the effect of the
change. Of course, people want to make
calculated estlmates of what the situation
will be, and certain members have—or one
member in particular has—Indicated the
transfer of votes in particular provinces
and electorates as a consequence of the
passing of this legislation. They may be
in the position to make iairly accurate
calculations, hut I have not been able to.
I say this in all sincerity for the simple
reason that my calculations may be wrong.
As the Minister responsible for the legisla-
tion, I will not be regarded as one who
glves incorrect figures.

Because members have a very special
interest in knowing what the numbers will
be, I hope that the figures will be available
next week. I am sure it is apbreclated that
the electoral officers have had an onerous
task to meet what I believe to be the
wishes of members in the early production
of these figures.

Lest we become i0o preoceupied with
members of Parliament, we must remem-
her that we really ought to be considering
the electors. I note also that in the course
of debate a little distinction has hbeen
drawn befween the electors and the people.
We may be elected by electors, but we are
here to represent people. I am sure no
members in this House, when asked to
make representation on someone’s behalf,
says to that person, “Are you on the roll?
If you are not on the roll, I will not do
anything for you.” No member of Parlia-
ment would dare to adopt such an attitude.

Let me come back to the need for an
Increase in the representation in this House.
I use that word advisedly, because we are
concerned with representation of people,
and aver a long period Governments have
been roundly accused of malapportioned
representation. The figures for the pro-
vinces have been quoted before, but I give
them again to draw attention to the in-
crease In numbers. In the metropolitan
area there are now 435 232 electors where-
as In 1961 there were 231937. In the
agricultural, mining, and pastoral area,
there are now 219 737 electors to 134 110
electors In 1961, Believing as we do that
the system provided under the Constl-
tution is one we, as a Government, endorse,
and wish to see perpetuated, on the ground
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of numbers alone there are solid, sound,
and valid reasons why the representation
for those additional people cught to be
recoghised by way of an alteration to the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act, That is
precisely what we are trying to do. If it
turns out that someone is advantaged by
the provision of these additional seats,
then that is the game of politics and of
parliamentary representation.

I agree with Mr Dans—I do not disagree
with him on many Instances—when he
says that it is & truism that mo Govern-
ment will necessarily take an action deli-
berately to improve the prospects of its
cpponents. Of course no Government will.
By the same token, If we turn that round
a little, Governments cannot always be
sure when taking certain actions that
such actions will nct work to the advan-
tage of their opponents.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: It is a punt, I
admit.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: We come back to
the fact that we do not know the conse-
quences of this measure. We recognise that
members representing large provinces, and
therefore the pcople constituting these
pravinces, are at some disadvantage he-
cause of the increase in numbers. On the
12th August, 1975, T gave some informa-
tion to 2 member in another place. I will
repeat these figures, but I will round them
off for the sake of clarity. The number of
electors In the metropolitan provinees is
as follows—

Metropolitan—179 000,

North Metropolitan—90 000,
North-East Metropolitan—70 600.
South Metropolitan—"70 000,
South-East Melropolitan—94 000.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: I have gone up
7000, and I did not know it.

The Hon, N. McNEILL: That was on the
12th August—no doubt the figures had
increased by the 30th September. Members
wil! have these figures next week, if not
earlier.

The Hon, D. K. Dans: No wonder it is
costing me so much in postage.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: These are con-
siderable numbers, If we were not pro-
viding for some change presently, and we
went to another election without a redis-
tribution. 1t is almost certain that In
vlew of the number of seats that are pres-
ently out of balancz and those that are al-
most certain to be out of balance by the
next election, there would be an automadtic
redistribution. TIf in fact there were no
alteration In the metropolitan boundary
and no provision for an extra province,
then I have no doubt that the figures 1
quoted would be considerably worsened—
if by being inereased the figures would be
worsened.

The Hon, D, K. Dans: I take that to
mean the same.
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The Hon. N. McNEILL: So, a5 & means
of improving the situation, and certainly
trying to minimise whatever imbalance
there is considered to he, it is certainly
not illogical to make provision for two extra
members, Once again, this is not in the
interests of members or necessarily the
interests of this House, but it is in the
interests of the people who comprise those
provinces, They need this representation,
We have heard 1t sald many t{imes that
members just do not have the physiecal or
any cther capacity adequately to represent
their constituents. I reject completely the
argument that the Legislative Assembly
members can represent those people ade-
quately, Perhaps they can in terms of
what happens in an electorate; I do not
know, although I have sericus reservations
zbzut it, If that were the case, the mem-
bers in this House wculd have little work
to do. From my experience and knowledge,
mest Legislative Councillors, {f not all cf
them, are fairly hard-working people. They
have thelr share of duties to perform, and
my statement is no reflection on the capa-
city or ability of members in another place.

The Hon. D, K, Dans: I wish you weuld
relate that statement to some of the older
members of all the parties in another place.
Sometimes they do not believe it.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I am quite well
aware of that, I am one of those who
does not mind being accused——if that is
the coriect word—of being a conservative.
I helieve I espouse more the Liberal
rhilosophy than the conservative
philosophy, but if I can be accused of any-
thing, I am prepared to be accuscd of be-
lis¥ving in a basic principle that members
of Parliament represent people., There-
fore, the greater the opportunity for Par-
liament, as an institution, comprising its
entire membzrship, to reflect fully all
shades, colours, types, ard descriptions of
i:eople, the more perfect that institution
s,

The Hon. D. K. Dans: T do not think
that to say someone is conservative is an
accugation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You have
made it sound like that a few times.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am sorry if I
do that,

The Hon. N. Mc¢NEILL: Mr MacKin-
non’s observation is quite accurate, because
that is certainly the way in which the
term is not infrequently used.

In providing for this increased mem-
bership, although the Opposition may
claim it is an additional cost upon the
electorate and the State, if the cost is
shared between all the taxpayers it is a
small price to pay for more effective rep-
resentation.

I feel I cught to comment on some of
the accusations that have been made, I
think it is apparent from the manner in
which I have been endeavouring to reply
to the dehate that it is not my intention
to be provocative, However, Mr Cooley’s
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remarks deserve a little comment. I will
not attempt to traverse all he said. In
my view he accused us of being conserva-
tive in introducing this measure. He said
we embraced the policy of laissez-faire.
Of course I reject that hecause even in
this instance we are prepared to change
and make provision for reform. We have
llustrated that already in & short period
of 18 meonths in Government. There is
no question of a laissez-faire policy. By
the same token, I certainly do not sub-
scribe to any philosophy that says that
if we make a change it must be so com-
pletely radical as to cause a total upheaval
in the whole structure of the country and
its economics. I belleve that 1s ahsolutely
unhecessary. So while one 1s wrong, to
go to the other extreme I belleve is even
worse. T think Mr Dans sald we can have
as much to fear from the extreme right as
we have from the extreme leff. I believe
that can apply If we are too reactionary,
too radical, or go too far In these measures.

'iﬁhe Hon, D, K, Dans: That is what I
said.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: Let us change
by all means.

The Hon. D, K. Dans: That is what I
mean,

The Hon. N. McNEILL: That js exactly
what we are trying to do. We are trying
to provide good, sound, and continuing
government,

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: You are not
sincere when you say that.

The Hon, N. MecNEILL: In the circum-
stances I do not see the necessity to com-
ment on matters raised. There has been
considerable repetition throughout this
debate. The purpose of the Bill is basic-
ally clear, it is understood by all members,
subscribed to, I hope, by the majority,
hut obviously not subscribed to by the
remaining members of the House. However
that 1s the situation, I believe the House
will do well to give its support to the
second reading of this measure.

Question puf.

The PRESIDENT: In putting the ques-
tion that the Blll be now read a second
time, I point out that this Bill requires the
concurrence of an absolute majority and,
in accordance with Standing Order 308, a
division must be taken.

Bells rung and House dlvided.

Ayes—17

Hon. C. R. Abbey Hon. M. McAleer
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. N. McNelll
Hon. ¢G. W. Berry Hon. 1. G. Medcalf
Hon, H. W. Gayfer Hon. I. G. Pratt
Hon. Cllve Griffiths 1:I%r.u:. {{: % T‘gfg

eitman on. ers
ggﬁ ":{' %:t[ ht Hon. D. J. Wordsworth
Hon. G. C. MacKlnnon Hon, V. J
Hon. G. E. Masters rTelIer)

Noes—3B
Hlon, R. F. Claughton Hon. BR. T. Leeson
Hon. D. W. Cooley Hon. R. Thompson
Hon. 8. J. Dellar Hon. Grace Vaughan

H Lyia Elllott Hon. D. K. Dans
on. Lyla {Teller)

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: I declare the question
passed with an absolute majority and the
Bill will be read a second time.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee

The Chairman of Committees (the Hon.
J. Heitman) in the Chair; the Hon. N.
MeNeill (Minister for Justice) In charge of
the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.

Clause 2; Section 5 repealed and re-
enacted—

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I move an
amendment—

Page 2—Delete the passage com-
menecing with the word “and” in line
1 down ito and including the word
““Act” in line 12.
I have circulated among members coples
of this amendment. As I explained during
my speech on the second reading the pur-
pose of the amendment is to delete all
words occurring after the word “repealed'
in line one down to and including the word
“Act” in line 12,

This is in llne with the feeling of my
party that this Chamber should go out of
existence. Of course, by doing this we
would be repealing that section of the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act which
allows any person to be elected to this
Chamber. Perhaps it could be argued that
we have already passed a companion Bill
to this measure and that this amendment
should not be maved. Before any argu-
ment can be adduced along those lines, it
1s not uncommon to adopt a practice such
as this because the Bill is still in transit
between the two Chambers. It has not been
assented to and it has not been pro-
claimed, so it is quite in order to move
this amendment,

If the companion Bill had been pro-
claimed I would not have been able o
take the action I am now taking. I do not
think X have to canvass all the arguments
that we previously advanced on the Elec-
toral Districts Aet Amendment Bill, be-
cause it is abviously clear to all members
what is the intention of this amendment.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Like the Leader
of the Opposition I do not intend to can-
vass any argument in relation to the
amendment because its purpose Is com-
pletely clear, and I echo the honourable
member's sentiments. I confirm, of course,
that the ultimate effect of the amendment
would be the abolition of the membership
of this Chamber, Without going any fur-
ther, obviously, I am completely opposed
to the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result—

Ayes—B
Hon. R. F. Claughton Hon. R. T, Leeson
Hon, D, W. Cooley Hon. R. Thompson
Hon. 8. J. Pellar Hon, Grace Vaughan

Hon. D. K. Dans

Hon. Lyla Eillott
{ Teller)
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Noes—18
Hon. C. R. Abhbey Hon. M. McAleer
ton. N. E. Baxter Hon. N. McNelll
Hon. G. W. Berry Hon. I. G. Medcalt
Hon, H. W, Qayfer Hon. 1. G. Pratt
Hon. Clive Griffiths Hon, J. C Tozer
Hon. T. Knight Hon. W. Withers
Hon. G. C. MacKlnnon Hon. D. J Wordswort.h
Hon. G. E. Masters Hon. V. J. Fer
{Tcuerj
Palr
Aye No

Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs Hon. R.J. L. Willlams

Amendment thus negatived,
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3 put and passed.

Clause 4: Section 8B repealed and re-
enacted—

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: This is
quite & long clause and provides for the
allocation of seats after a redistribution.
It seeks to provide for many eventualities.
In my second reading speech I made ref-
erence to a situation in which members
such as myself might find themselves be-
cause of the reference to 50 per cent of
the electors in one of the new provinces
being common to one of the existing
provinces. Under subsection (5} of pro-
posed new section 8B, where a member
would he entitled to be declared to sit
and vote for more than one new metro-
politan electoral province, the Governor
shall cause notice to that effect to be sent
to the member.

Paragraph (b) of proposed new section
8B (5) reads—

(b) the member shali within fourteen
days of receipt of the notice ad-
vise the Governor in writing for
which of those new Metropoli-
tan 1]i.‘hact:orsal Provinces he desires
tosit. . ..

According to that provision the member
is entitled to make application and then
the Governor will allot a seat to him. Pro-
posed hew subsection (8) stipulates that
the member can apply for mere than one
seat. However, the member will not
know what other existing members will
apply and which seat will be allofied
to him. So, to protect himself, he would
very likely make an application for bath
seats. However, having done that, he
would lay himself open to the possibility
of a ballot. I simply put this to the Min-
ister as a difficulty, I do not know if I
have explained the matter sufficiently,
glthough I do not know how I could explain
it with greater clarity.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: I must confess
that the purpose of the inquiry is not
absolutely clear to me, Perhaps I could
explain the reasons behind the procedure,
and in doing so I refer to the remark the
honourable member made about a member
having two areas with more than 50 per
cent as a conseguence of the rearrange-
ment. I do not know how that could
come about, because in the new province,
one could not have mere than two lots of
more than 50 per cent of the province he
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was previously representing as at the 30th
September, 1975, In other words, the
rolls were made up at the 30th Septem-
ber and this then becomes the basis on
which the redistribution will take place.

The situation was studied for a long
period in an sattempt to arrive at the
most equitable system which could possibly
be conceived for the continuing member;
that is, the membker who will not be re-
tiring until 1980. 1 think he bhas
some prior claim. So the procedure is
that the Chief Electoral Officer must
supply informafion as to which of these
areas includes more than 50 per cent
of the previous province. That gives the
continuing member immediately the op-
portunity to indicate which area he would
prefer to represent, Not only will be have
a prior right to claim that area, but he
will have the prior right to represent that
area,

In these circumstances I cannot visualise
how a person could have two lots of more
than 50 per cent. On the other hand, let
us bear in mind that proposed new subsec-
tion (8) refers to subsection (3). I was not
talking about subsection (3), but about
subsection (4).

If a person has not established a prior
claim, he has to take pot luck with any-
one else who nominates for an area. What
really happens is that a person must estab-
lish a prior claim by being the continuing
member. It is then not a case of the
Governor studying the situation and sel-
ecting a person to be the member. It is
the other way around. Under proposed sub-
section (5) the Governor shall, as soon as
practicable after recelving the advice of the
member, declare that the member shall
sit and vote for that province,

All the opportunities are there for the
member to continue until 1980. So let us
pass from that position. A member may
not establish a prior claim for an area
which contains more than 50 per cent of
his province. He might decide that he
knows enough about the area to realise
that it would not be politically advan-
tageous to him, so he does not have to put
In a claim for it. However, the opper-
tunity is there for him to do so should he
s0 desire,

Once all the prior clalms have been
established and the continuing members
are looked after, then, as previously there
were only 15 members, we now have ad-
ditional vacancles to fill. There 15 no way
of knowing which of the provinces in the
metropolitan area will be the new province.
I do not know where the electoral com-
missioners will start thelr redistribution.
There may be a complete reshuffle of the
boundaries. I belleve the commissioners
would probably endeavour to minimise the
change, There must be some big changes,
but no-one can specify which will be the
?ev; province. Is Mr Claughton clear so
ar
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The Hon, R, F. Claughton: I want to
illustrate how this will happen.

The Hon. N. McNEILL: Then I will
resume my seat.

The Hon. R, F. CLAUGHTON: I do not
really like to cite my province because
members might feel I am taking too per-
sonal an Interest in it, but it is as good a
seat as any to use as an illustration and
I am familiar with the number of electors
in it

The largest ares of population included
in the new boundarles immediately ad-
joins my northern boundary. I have five
districts in the province but there is noth-
ing to indlcate that the commissioners may
not decide to create a province with four
Assembly districts in that area. Does the
Minister follow me?

The Hon., N. McNeill: Yes.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Let me
take, for instance, Karrinyup and Balga.
Karrinyup has about 23000 voters, and
Balga has about 17 000, making 40 000 in
all. That could easily make up 50 per cent
of the electors in & new province if it is
& four-gseat province. Of course, the new
boundaries do not necessarily follow—in
fact, I am certaln they will not follow—the
boundaries of the existing Assembly seats.

The four Assembly seats created there
could very easily contain 50 per cent of
the voters in my existing province. There
are three other Assembly seats in my
provinee, totalling almost 50 000 voters, so
it could easily happen that two new prov-
inces are created which contain 50 per cent
or moare of the voters in my existing prov-
ince, Do I explain myself clearly?

The Hon. N. McNeill: Yes, I think so.

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: That is
the position in which a member such as
I could find himself, and it could quite
easily happen all around the metropolitan
area because we do not know which will
be four-seat provinces and which will be
five-seat provinces. TUnder subclause (5),
if I applied for only one of those pro-
vinces I could perhaps expect that the
Government would allocate it fo me as
the continuing member, but because it
could be balanced between several seats,
and in order to protect myself, not know-
ing which other members might apply and
be sdjudged in the carve-up of the metro-
politan area, I and other members like
me could find ourselves having to undergo
the ballot according to the succeeding pro-
visions of this clause. There is a great
deal of uncertainty about it. It requires
some study to understand the Bill with-
out going through all those clauses, but
it is the totality which creates the prob-
lem and perhaps there is an aspect which
the Government did not consider when it
drew up the Bill,

The Hon. N. McNEILL: If other mem-
bers are following this discussion, I would

[COUNCIL.]

like to hear their comments on what Mr
Claughton is saying because perhaps I do
not fully understand him. I am not by
any means convinced there is any validity
in his comments,

I think Mr Claughton could forget ahout
whether his province will be a four or five-
district province. I do not think that is
relevant. We are concerned only about
the 50 per cent of the electors who were
in the old province; that is, the existing
province. We have the two terms, the
old province being as it exists up to the
time of the 1977 election, when we will
have the new provinces. So we cannot
take into account any transferred people.
Looking at the locality to which Mr
Claughton is referring, we cannot say how
many people will be transferred into what
might become his new metropolitan pro-
vince. The Bill does not propose to take
those people into account. Subclause (4)
refers to “fifty percentum of the electors
within the old Metrepolitan Electoral Pro-
vince for which he is then sitting”. Unless
I am grossly misunderstanding what Mr
Claughton is saying, he can nominate for
the new province which contains more than
5? per cent of the electors of his old pro-
vince.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The point
I was making is that we must regard the
metropolitan ares as a total population
and this is an entirely new distribution
because four new Assembly seats are to
be created, and there will be six provinces.
We have a five-four arrangement now, but
that dees not mean that in the new
arrangement my province, for instance,
will contain five Assembly seats. 'The
voters in my present province could well
be distributed between three new pro-
vinces and my choice could be extremely
difficult. The same situation could apply
to all members, particularly where a five-
seat province has been redrawn as a four-
seat province.

It could well be that none of the new
seats to be created will contain 50 per cent
of the electors in the old seats. The
decision to be made under subclause (5)
would apply only if the member made
application for one seat, but if his existing
electors are distributed fairly evenly
through more than one province, in order
to protect himself he must make appli-
cation for more than one. In that
case he has (o take the chance of the
ballot. That seems to be a dificulty which
should not be created for him. There
should be another way to reallocate the
seats. I am not suggesting what it is,
but I suggest there is a real problem.

I leave that matter and refer now to
subclause (9). Perhaps the Minister could
explain what It means. For what eventu-
a.}:ltlgs does that subclause attempt to pro-
vide

The Hon, N. McNEILL: I think I now
understand the first point Mr Claughton
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was making. Perhaps we were putting too
much emphasis on the 50 per cent rule.
Perhaps we could have ignored that. In
the breakup it could be that no portion
of his or any other electoral province
contains 50 per cent of the electors, The
province could be split into three or four
parts, with none of them containing more
than 25 per cent. I do not know how we
will cope with that situation. The inten-
tion was to give a prior right to a province
which contained at least 50 per cent of the
electors of a member's old province, but
below that percentage three other mem-
bers could be considered to have an equal
right to claim the new seat.

Frankly, I think it 1s rather insoluble.
It may seem to be inappropriate but it is
not a new situation because in past redis-
tributions there have been cccasions when
there has not been an increase in the num-
ber of members to be elected for the Leg-
islative Council and the matter has been
determined on the basis of ballot, with
members taking the luck of the draw. In
looking at this matter, we could see no
way to resolve the situation which would
do justice to all the parties concerned.

I will now deal with the second matter
raised by Mr Claughton. I refer to the
wording at the top of page 8, where It
says—

. . . if it appears to him to be neces-
sary so to do by reason of there being
a vacancy in the office of a member
of the Legislative Council which nffice
would have become vacant hy effluxion
of time on the twenty-first day of
May, nineteen hundred and eighty.

This again refers to the continuing mem-
ber, and provision has to be made for any
unpremeditated vacancy caused by death
or resignation. Something must be spelt
out to provide an opportunity for the Gov-
ernor to make an Order-in-Council to ex-
tend the perlod. We have to cover every
possibility, however remote it might seem,
bhecause if we did not do so we could have
the situation where a vacancy occurs in
that critical period and there would be na
means whereby the period could be ex-
tended to cover that situation. The sub-
clause refers to an office becoming vacant
by effluxion of time. In other words, 1t is
the continuing member about whom we
are concerned.

It does not matter, of course, in the case
of the member who retires in 1977, because
there will be a State election then and he
will come un for re-election; however, there
would otherwise he no provision for the
continuing member.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 8 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

oa%t

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. Local Government Act Amendment
Blll (No. 2).

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by the Hon. N. McNeill
é_Minister for Justice), read a first
ime,

2. GoBin'nment Rallways Act Amendment

Bill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by the Hon, G. C. Mac-
Kinnon (Minlster for Education),
read a first time.

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 2nd OQctober.

THE HON, R. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
{1049 p.m.]: I have no reason to com-
plain about this amending Bill because it
is bringing about a progressive change in
that it makes provision for payments to
witnesses and interpreters called upon by
the Crown in criminal proceedings, petty
sessional cases, and inquests held by a
coroner,

In his second reading speech the Min-
ister said that these payments had been
made by administrative direction in the
past., Of course, there has been no pro-
vision for payments to people from local
government who may be called as wit-
nesses; and there is always some doubt
regarding who should receive payment and
what the amount should he. I consider
_t?is is a progressive move, and I support
it.

A scale of allowances will be laid down,
and I would ask the Minister when regu-
lations are being prepared for promul-
gatlon, that consideration be given to
tying the payments to a percentage of the
minimum or the average wage, or what-
ever other base may be used. This will
ensure that the payments do not become
outdated.

This happened in the case of fees paid
to jurcrs some years ago. I know this
only too well from personal experience,
Many years ago hefore I entered this place
I was called up for jury service a fort-
night before Christmas. In my employ-
ment I could not simply go back to work
the next day, but had to remain off for
two days. I was called up again for ser-
vice and not required, and then I had to
wait a further two days. I finished up
well and truly out of pocket. In those
days jurors received fifteen shillings a day,
which was only a fraction of the current
wage.

I make this suggestion so that inAation
does not reduce the payments, thereby re-
quiring the regulations to be altered
periodically. With those comments, I
support the Bill.



Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(the Hon. Lyla Elliott) in the Chair; the
Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 119 added—

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: I feel I should
comment on the remarks made by the
Leader of the Obpposition. There are
always difficulties imposed on people in
instances such as the ane t0 which Mr
Thompson referred. Matters of this
nature may be referred to me for guid-
ance regarding whether a greater amount
should be paid in certain circumstances
where a person is severely out of pocket,
We try to strike a reasonable scale, so
that people receive at least some reim-
bursement for lost time. I do not neces-
sarily subscribe to the view that the
payment should be tied to a wage, because
jury service has always heen regarded as
one of the obligations of members of the
community.

The Hon, R. Thompson: I gave that as
an illustration; we are not dealing with
jurors now. I merely pointed out that in
determining these payments they should
be tied to some hase to allow for escalation,

The Hon. N, McNEILL; I take the point.
In that case I acknowledge the remarks
made by Mr Thompson and say that they
are noted.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

HEALTH EDUCATION COUNCIL ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 2nd Oetober,

THE HON, GRACE VAUGHAN (South-
East Metropolitan) [10.58 p.m.]: We sup-
port this Bill, In so doing I would like
to take the opportunity to express a few
comments about the Health ZEducation
Council and the import of the changes
mentioned by the Minister.

It is & matter of credit to the Health
Education Council and the officers em-
ploved by it that the dissemination of
material regarding health has heen so
effective. I think this is due to the fact
that officers and members of the chuncil
are aware of the changing conditions in
Australia that necessitate exploring differ-
ent channels of communlcating this in-
formation to the publlec; and this amend-
ment to the Act signifies the alacrity with
which they have recommended changes to
the Minister.

It is rather significant that we find the
ABC and also the Australian Federation of
Commercial Broadcasting Stations feeling
that they are not heing very effective and
that they may not have been helping the
council with its work.

We also find included some of the new
organisations which are beginning to make
their presence felt In the community
scene; I refer to the Alcohol and Drug
Authority, the Teacher Education Auth-
ority, the Institute of Health Surveyors
and the Australlan Public Health Associa-

on.

It is also gratifying to note that the
Western Australian Branch of the Raoyal
Australfan Nursing Federation has been
included; this highlights the work bLeing
done by nurses, particularly by community
health nurses who are getfing out and
doing their bit to co-operate with other
organisations and voluntary agencies in
order that there shall he some co-ordina-
tion of services within the community.

The work being done by the professional
people In co-operating with the Health
Education Council, hopefully, will mean
that we wlll have a better Informed and
healthier public, and I could not let this
opportunity pass without expressing some
gratification at the work belng done by
the council, and wishing it further suc-
cess. Hopefully, the organisations and
people now to be included on the council
will make a very real contribution to the
health of the people of this State,

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central—
Minister for Health) [11.02 p.m.]: I thank
the Hon. Grace Vaughan for her comments
on and support of the Bill, and I should
like to add a few comments of my own.
I believe I should not let this opportunity
pass without expressing the Government’s
appreciation of the work done by Mr Jim
Carr of the Health Education Council.

We also had another very capable
officer, Mr Flood, who spent & lot of time
with the council and worked hard to en-
sure its success. TUnfortunately, not so
long ago while travelling the other side of
Wubin, towards Mt. Magnet, he suffered
8 heart attack and passed away., It was
a very sad shock for his wife, who was
travelling with him at the time, Mr
Flood’s death is a hig loss to the State
and to the Health Education Council; he
was g dedicated officer, and will be sadly
missed.

The Government would have liked to
expand the Health Education Council much
more than it has done; in fact, in the
near future I hope to be able to appoint
more officers, particularly in the field of
venereal disease education; I hope to be
able to make the appointments in the
coming few months.

Restrictions on finance have made it very
difficult to appoint extra officers, but I am
endeavouring to find as much money as 1
can to enable me to appoint more officers
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so that the scope of the Health Education
Council can be expanded and we can iry
to open up additional centres in this way.

Although we have had to close a couple
of centres over the last 12 months,
we are trying to push ahead as quickly as
possible. As the Hon. Grace Vaughah
said, the recomposition of the council and
the withdrawal from that body of some
people and the addition of others will add
strength to the council and it will move
ahead in the future to the benefit of the
health of the people.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 11.05 p.m.

Tenislative Assembly

Wednesday, the 8th October, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) tock
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (52): ON NOTICE

1. LANCELIN-CLIFFHEAD ROAD
Environmental Review

Mr A, R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Conservation and the Environ-

ment:
Further to question on notice 32
asked on 8/5/75, and questions
on notice 29 and 32 asked on
8/9/75, does the EPA or Depart-
ment of Conservation and the
Environment intend initiating an
environmental review of pro-
posals to develop a coastal high-
way between Lancelin and Cliff-
head, including the preferred
alignment south of Leeman
which may pass through several
conservation reserves including
the Nambung National Park?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

A decision will be made if a pro-
posal is confirmed.

2. MINERAL SANDS
Western Mining Project

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister

for Industrial Development:

(1) Has the State yet signified ac-
ceptance of any of the proposals
submitted to it since execution
of the Allied Eneabba agree-
ment?

(2)
(3)

4)

6y
(2)
(4)

Allied

Mr
for

1)

)

3

Is WMC Mineral Sands a sub-
sidiary company of Western Min-
ing Corporation?

Are negotiations for execution
of an agreement also proceeding
with WMC Mineral Sands?

Has the Government discussed
with any subsidiary or associate
company of Western Mining
Corporation, the possibility of
establishing a synthetic rutile or
titanium dioxide plant at either
Perth or Geraldton?
MENSAROS replied:

No.

and (3) Yes.

Yes, but only in very preliminary
and general terms as part of
agreement negotiations regarding
processing commitments.

MINERAL SANDS

Eneabba and Western Titanium:
Draft Proposals
A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Industrial Development:
Has either Allied Eneabba or
Western Titaniuin ever referred
draft development and opera-
tional proposals to the Govern-
ment bprier to the execution of
their agreements, and, if so, on
what dates?
To which departments and in-
strumentalities were these refer-
red, and on what dates?

Were they referred to the EPA
foxi';o comment and, if nof, why
not?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

0}

)

Excerpts of the draft development
and operational proposals in the
form of the "Approved Project”
were received from time t{o time
prior to the execution of the Min-
eral Sands (Allied Eneabba)
Agreement and with the co-opera-
tion of relevant departments and
instrumentalities a formal docu-
ment was agreed for acceptance
contemporaneousiy with exeeution
of the agreement.

Proposals have not been received
from Western Titanium to date.

In respect of Allied Eneabba g
complete copy of the “"Approved
Project” was referred to the fol-
lowing departments and instru-
mentalities on 7th July, 1975—

Public Works Department,

Lands and Surveys Department,

Education Department,

Conservation and Environment
Department,

Main Roads Department,

Railways Commission,

State Housing Commission,

State Energy Commission and

Mines Department.



